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Ring the bells for climate justice!
13 December 2009 3.00 pm 
As world leaders plan for a make-or-break summit on climate change, bellringers are being invited to ‘sound the alarm’ in a way unparalleled since the last World War. 
The World Council of Churches is asking churches across the globe to use the gongs, bells, drums or conch shells which call their people to prayer.

The recommended length of 350 refers to 350 parts per million, the safe upper limit for CO2 in our atmosphere according to many scientists. Now the concentration has risen to 390 ppm, risking irreversible impacts such as the melting of the Greenland ice sheet and major methane releases from increased permafrost melt.
Britain’s distinctive contribution to the worldwide ringing of bells is supported by Operation Noah, the British campaign for churches on climate change.  
Paul Bodenham, a ringer and founder member of Operation Noah, explains, ‘Bells have been used throughout history to sound the alarm. Soon after the last national call to prayer in 1940, the nation’s bells fell silent, only to ring again in the event of invasion. Climate change is the biggest threat we face today – the pace of warming we are seeing today because of human activity is unprecedented in history. We are asking ringers to play the same part again on 13 December, mid-way through the summit.’

Operation Noah can offer suggested touches of 350 changes, and materials which bands can send to local press and radio stations and their church magazine editors. 

You can sign up for updates, or provided comments or suggestions, by e-mailing: bells@operationnoah.org
For more information on worldwide action on the 13th of December visit www.bellringing350.org 
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