The Church and Environment Group 

The Bible and Ecology
Why Christians Care for the Earth
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Dr Edward Echlin 
(Roman Catholic eco-theologian)

Joyce Dent 
(United Reformed Church co-ordinator of Andover Christian Ecology Link group)
Revd Keith Innes 

(Church of England minister and writer)

Saturday 25th April
10.30 am to 1 pm

St Mary’s Church, Barcombe (Nr Lewes).
All welcome. Cost: £3. Concessions £1.50. Coffee from 10am.
Please bring your own packed lunch – drinks will be provided.
For a map to Barcombe go to hhtp://maps.google.co.uk/maps and search for BN8 5TP.
Enquiries and Bookings: Helen Swyer, Church House, 211 New Church Road, Hove.  
Tel. 01273-421021 or email helen.swyer@diochi.org.uk
Jointly Organised by:

Diocese of Arundel and Brighton Justice and Peace Commission;
Diocese of Chichester Church in Society Department; and Christian Ecology Link.

www.dabnet.org        www.diochi.org.uk        www.christian-ecology.org.uk
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2009 CHURCH & ENVIRONMENT GROUP EVENTS 


At the group’s last meeting we discussed themes for 2009. The two top choices were the Bible and Earth care; and engaging young people with the environment and the Church. 





The first of these themes is the subject of the April 25th meeting at Barcombe (see poster overleaf). 


Transport to April 25th Meeting: Barcombe is a little village a few miles north of Lewes. If you come by train please let us know and we will do our best to pick you up from Lewes station. If coming by car try to persuade others to come with you and fill all the seats.





We have arranged two meetings on the second theme of young people and the environment:





Tuesday 19th May, The Library, St Richard’s Catholic College, Ashdown Road, Bexhill-on-Sea TN40 1SE. 1.30pm to 2.30pm. The College Eco-Club will give a presentation on what they have achieved this year and their plans for the future. Afterwards you are invited to 


13 Thornbank Crescent, Bexhill TN39 3ND from 2.30pm to 4pm to see the PV solar panel electricity generating system and organic fruit and vegetable garden.





Saturday 31st October, Dabcec, Crawley.


Young People, the Church and the Environment, 10.30am to 1pm. We welcome suggestions on speakers, or young people’s groups who would be willing to give a presentation on what they are doing for the environment, especially in a Church/Christian context.





OTHER CHRISTIAN/ENVIRONMENTAL EVENTS IN LONDON AND THE SOUTH.





Thursday 12 March, Launch of CAFOD Climate Justice Campaign, Westminster Cathedral Hall, London, 7pm to 9pm. 


Pre-booking required. Contact tickets@cafod.org.uk  or tel. 020 7095 5414.





Saturday 28th March: ‘Put People First’, G20 Mobilisation and March for Jobs, Justice and Climate, London.


The financial system is broken, at great cost to the earth and its poorest communities. We can do better. As global leaders gather in London for the G20 summit to fix the mess, this demonstration will demand that they put jobs, global justice and climate change first. There will be a joint church action service beforehand, details from CEL website as they become available. The march assembles from 11am on the Embankment, London and ends with a rally in Hyde Park. ‘Put People First’ is supported by a wide range of civil 








society groups including unions, development organisations, faith groups and environmental groups including CEL. (Be assured that CEL had no say in its earth-exclusive choice of name.)





Saturday 28th March is also the day people around the world will turn off their lights for one hour at 8.30pm as a demonstration to decision makers of their concern about climate change.





Tuesday 31st March: Talk to Hove Council of Christians and Jews Group, Hove, Sussex.


Edward Echlin, ‘Climate Dynamics: the Jewish and Christian Response’, Progressive Synagogue, Landsdowne Road, Hove, 7.30pm.





Saturday 30 May, Hope for Planet Earth, London.  Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church, 235 Shaftesbury Avenue, London, 11am to 1pm. Organised by Share Jesus International, Tearfund, A Rocha and John Ray Initiative. 


Tel: 0208 944 5678.





Sunday 19 July, The Big Lunch.


The Big Lunch is a new initiative, originating from the Eden Project. Once a year, starting on Sunday 19 July 2009, they want as many of the 61 million people in the UK as possible to simultaneously sit down to lunch together, with their neighbours, in the middle of their street, as a simple but profound act of community. The Big Lunch will bring people together through a unique range of activity: growing food and flowers for the occasion, creating street music, art and theatre stories, dressing the street and, of course, cooking. CEL is supporting this by suggesting churches organise a LOAF lunch that day – LOAF stands for food which is Locally produced, Organically grown, Animal friendly and Fairly traded.





Saturday 5th December, Climate Change Demonstration, London, for action at Copenhagen.


Stop Climate Chaos (SCC) is the coalition of environment and development organisations dedicated to action on climate change. In Copenhagen in December the world’s leaders will decide if we head towards a future of a safe climate for ourselves, and future generations, or we head for a hot, glowering planet with greater poverty and conflict than we have ever seen. They must make the right choice. Throughout 2009, and culminating in a mass demonstration in Central London on December 5th, the SCC coalition will press for a deal in Copenhagen that will cut global emissions, and provide support for poor countries that are already struggling to cope with a changing climate.  Note that Copenhagen may be the last chance for the Earth and our children!











