[image: image1.wmf] 


                  Bradford  Diocese        

Earth Care

Points for People to consider in Autumn 2005

How is your church caring for God’s Planet?

1. EcoCongregation: We encourage churches in the Bradford Diocese to enter for EcoCongregation. At least ……. churches in the Diocese are entering. They were encouraged by hearing Jo Rathbone speak at the EarthCare Conference in Skipton in October. 
 
2. Sharing God’s Planet, is a report produced by the Church of England at the beginning of February and commended by General Synod on 17 February.  This illustrates many ways we can help look after God’s gift of the natural world.  Page 17 of the report is included overleaf.
Make sure you and your church leaders have read it. ….

3. Recycling: The Earth Care group in 2005 is looking at Recycling to see how churches may be able to help the council and others in recycling projects. …
Attend the next EarthCare Planning Group meeting on Wed 2 Nov at Kadugli House, Elmsley Street , Steeton, BD20 6SE at 10am 

***********************************************************
What is Bradford Diocese Earth Care?

What Is Earth Care?

The Earth Care team is a team of people in the Bradford Diocese set up to help the Churches take more  regard of the Christian Responsibility of looking after God’s Creation. It is an ecumenical team but expenses are paid by the Church of England.  
Who can join?

Anyone who is concerned about care of the environment and involved with a church please do contact us.

What are its past activities?
The main activity in 2004 was to run the Earth Care Conference in October in Skipton, attended by over 135 people. 
Future Activities?

In 2005 The team will 
      a) Focus on looking at Recycling, to see how churches may be able to help Bradford Met Council and others in recycling projects. 
      b) Encourage churches to be more environmentally aware.
      c) Support the Bradford Diocese in its efforts to become a Fair Trade Diocese.  (Phone Rev Chris Howson 01274 685256)

When does it next meet?

Wed 2 Nov 10am  EarthCare Planning meeting to which all are invited is at Kadugli House( 01535 650555), Elmsley Street , Steeton, BD20 6SE at 10am (If you come early by train and walk up, you can read the interesting resources in the resources room beforehand)
Contacts?
To find out more about Earth Care please phone Clare Hyde, Diocesan Environment Officer on 01254 878402
johnhyde.moorhey@btinternet.com
Earth Care supports Christian Ecology Link
www.christian-ecology.org.uk/earthcare.htm
A practical Christian response – page 37 from “Sharing God’s Planet”
Reproduced by kind permission: © Archbishops Council 2005.
	Church buildings and grounds


	Community-orientated 


	Spiritual



	Undertake an environmental/energy audit
	Environmental project with school
	Use of creation-focused prayers and hymns in worship 



	Install heat conservation measures and change lighting to low-energy sources
	Initiate a litter pick in a local ‘grot spot’ 


	Special creation care service –sometimes with members of local environmental organizations

	Promote sustainable  transport, e.g. through provision of secure cycle-storage facilities and car sharing
	Plant trees in an appropriate locality
	Integration of environmental issues into special services, e.g. Harvest Festival



	Make/purchase and install bird and bat boxes and bird feeding stations in church grounds
	Promote fair trade through a church purchasing policy and by offering fairly traded products for sale
	Holding a creation care series of Bible studies

	Establish a recycling programme for church consumables such as paper
	Establish a recycling point to collect items such as stamps, mobile phones, used printer cartridges, aluminium foil/ cans, shoes 


	Exploring creation care issues in children’s Sunday activities

	Initiate a policy at church of using washable crockery and cutlery and environmentally friendly cleaning products
	Work with building users on environmental issues


	Holding a holiday or summer club with a creation care theme



	Switch to green electricity
	Undertake practical conservation work
	Publishing creation care prayers



	Establish a wildlife garden – e.g. through provision of habitats such as hedges and log piles, wildlife feeding and nesting sites
	Encourage individuals to adopt a greener lifestyle through articles in church or parish magazines


	Using natural materials in worship, e.g. organic bread and wine



	Establish and maintain an Environmental Notice Board
	Promote activities and achievements through the local media
	A prayer walk/pilgrimage/ ramble including faith reflections



	Install a compost pit for waste flowers and other organic material and a water butt
	Promote and distribute household environmental/ energy audits and water hippos


	Choose to dedicate in worship items such as trees prior to planting, recycling containers or low-energy light bulbs

	Advertise or provide clear signage of church policy and why it has been initiated
	Support/adopt an environmental charity


	Include publications or other resources with a creation care focus in any library that the church has

	Undertake a wildlife survey in the churchyard
	Organize an environmental event/seminar/meeting/ speaker and advertise it in the community (could be during One World Week)
	Research, plan and plan a garden using biblical plants/images
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