Words Used at Climate Service on 8 December 2007 at St Matthews Church, London
Opening responses (standing)

Leader
O God who called all life into being

All

The earth, sea and sky are yours
Leader
Your presence is all around us,

All

Every atom is full of your energy 
Leader
Your Spirit enlivens all who walk the earth
All

With her we yearn for justice to be done
Leader
For creation to be freed from bondage
All

For the hungry to be fed
Leader
For captives to be released

All

For your Kingdom of peace to come on earth
WORDS OF WELCOME  – The Revd Paul Trathen
Prayer of confession (sitting or kneeling) 

O God, gladly we live and move and have our being in you.

Yet always in the midst of this creation-glory,

We see sin’s shadow and feel death’s darkness:

Around us in the earth, sea and sky, the abuse of matter;

Beside us in the broken, the hungry and the poor,

The betrayal of one another;

And often, deep within us, a striving against your Spirit.

O Trinity of Love,

Forgive us that we may forgive one another,

Heal us that we may be people of healing,

And renew us that we may also be makers of peace.  Amen.
Music from Taize – Ubi caritas
act of reflection and commitment (sitting) 

Leader
In the beginning there was nothing.



Nothing that you had done.



Nothing that you hadn’t done.


Everything depended on your decision to do something.



And we are made in your image.

All

Morning comes and evening comes.



Thank you for each day.



(An icon of the globe is placed on the altar)
Leader
In the beginning you put darkness in its place.



You opted for light,



And therefore for hope and honesty.


You refused to be content with half-truths and shadows.



And we are made in your image.

All

Morning comes and evening comes.



Thank you for each day.



(A candle is placed on the altar, and lit)
Leader
In the beginning you made distinctions.



Sun and moon, earth and sky, land and sea:



Each with its purpose



To complement the others.



You made differences part of the picture,



The roots, not the rebels, of harmony.



And we are made in your image.

All

Morning comes and evening comes.



Thank you for each day.


(Icons of animal and vegetable life are placed on the altar)

Leader
In the beginning you made a balance.



A whole creation, each part good,



Each part needing the other.



You made care, nurture and good stewardship



To be written through the fabric of all



You have made.



And we are made in your image.
All

Morning comes and evening comes.



Thank you for each day.



(An icon of a piece of coal is placed on the altar)
Leader
In the beginning you made me.



And all of us.


Part of your whole, good, interdependent creation.



Not that you needed to;



Not that we asked you to.



And you called us to you.



And being us, we said




‘Tomorrow Lord, tomorrow we will come.’



So you gave us a tomorrow,



Which is today…

All

Morning comes and evening comes.



Thank you for each day.


(We pause in silence as we commit this day’s action to God)
Music from Taize – Veni Sancte Spiritus
ADDRESS – Ann Pettifor, Campaign Director, Operation Noah
Music from Taize – Bless the Lord, my Soul
closing responses (standing) 

Leader
From where we are to where you need us
All

Jesus, now lead on
Leader
From the security of what we know to the adventure of what you will reveal
All

Jesus, now lead on
Leader
To refashion the fabric of this world until it resembles the shape of your kingdom
All

Jesus, now lead on
Leader
Because good things have been prepared for those who love God
All

Jesus, now lead on
blessing (standing) 
May the God who shakes heaven and earth,

Whom death could not contain,

Who lives to disturb and heal us,

Bless us with power to go forth and proclaim the Gospel.  Amen
Singing as we leave the church building to join the rally – Come with me for the journey is long…
