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EcoCELL


Introduction

Welcome to this journey through the nightmare of modern society to discover God's message for living a truly Christian lifestyle. On our way we will discover that by living 'like goats'
 instead of following God's instructions we are as responsible as our neighbours for the destruction of Creation that is spelled out almost every other day in our newspapers and on our televisions.
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See - Understanding the problem

Our consumerist society probably really took off in the 1960's as Europe recovered from the effects of the Second World War and people suddenly had freedom to buy what they wanted. However, it was given a real 'kick' when Margaret Thatcher came to power in 1979. She adopted as her financial adviser a radical American economist by the name of Milton Friedman
, using his book “Capitalism and Freedom”
 as her bible. 

Friedman pushed capitalism to its limits by advocating extreme 'free trade' – maintaining that every company should have the right to sell its goods anywhere it wanted in the world, at whatever price it wanted, without any restriction from governments. He also maintained that all essential services expected of governments like pensions, health care, housing, social security etc should be provided by private enterprise; that governments should simply govern. He further suggested that for any economy to work efficiently there must be at least 5% unemployment – the stick to ensure that workers knew someone was waiting to take their job if they didn't match up. Margaret Thatcher did her best to implement most of these whilst she was in office. 

Friedman was also adviser to Ronald Reagan in the White House. With the two most powerful economies in the world at that time adopting the same policies, international companies were quick to seize the opportunity to boost their profits and this was the start of the huge transnational corporations we have today and the philosophy that economic growth must come before everything else.

The 1990s years witnessed an explosion of interest in lifestyle issues that continues today. Make-over and consumer programmes have blossomed on television, giving advice on every aspect of personal lifestyle from cooking, health and personal finance to changing rooms and gardens. Together with the flourishing lifestyle magazine market, the message broadcast is that living is about the three ‘C’s: choosing, changing and consuming. 

Against this consumer-oriented approach there is a pressing need for the people in the richer nations to change their lifestyle. Current consumption is:

1. unsustainable, because there is a limit to the resources available on earth and the earth’s capacity to absorb our waste products

2. out of balance, because only a small proportion of the world’s current population consume a very large proportion of the resources and generate a large proportion of the pollution. It is estimated that, if everyone in the world lived the lifestyle of the average European, we would need at least three earths to support us all.

3. devastating our environment. Scientists are virtually unanimous in this view. For example, the IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change) 2007 report
 declared that it was “99% certain that climate change is due to human activity” after reviewing all the available scientific evidence produced during the preceding five years. The panel was formed by the United Nations from the world's top scientists and publishes its report in four stages. 

The final part of their report shows that CO² in the atmosphere has increased by 80% since 1970. In their words “There is high agreement and much evidence that with current climate change mitigation policies and related sustainable development practices, global greenhouse gas emissions will continue to grow rapidly over the next few decades.” Put another way – we are not doing anywhere near enough!
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Grieve – What does God say?

I am the Lord your God....

You shall not make yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God.

You shall not commit adultery 

You shall not steal

You shall not give false testimony.

You shall not covet your neighbour's house. You shall not covet your neighbours wife...or anything that belongs to your neighbour.

Exodus 20:2-17 (NIV)

The earth dries up and withers, the world languishes and withers, the exalted of the earth languish. The earth is defiled by its people; they have disobeyed the laws, violated the statutes and broken the everlasting covenant. 

Isiah 24 : 4-5

Because of this the land mourns, and all who live in it waste away; the beasts of the field and the birds of the air and the fish of the sea are dying.

Hosea 4:3

Therefore a curse consumes the earth; its people must bear their guilt.

Isiah 24: 6

You have increased the number of your merchants till they are more than the stars of the sky, but like locusts they strip the land and then fly away. 

Nahum 3:16

Remember the height from which you have fallen. Repent, and do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place.

Revelation 2:5

Hope – Understanding God's message

Reflect on Exodus 20:2-17. It may take a little bit of deep thinking.  

The television dominates many households and is putting unconscious  messages into our brains all the time. Without necessarily realising it we are being told how we should dress, how we should behave, what we should spend our money and how we should live our lives. It is, in a sense, a substitution for God.

“Do not commit adultery. But I tell you that anyone who looks at woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.” (Matthew 5:27-28). How many products these days use sexual images to sell them? Are you tempted to buy such products?

Mis-appropriation is theft. By taking more than we really need, more than our fair share of anything we are, in effect, stealing.

To covet something is to have an overwhelming desire for it. The 'deadly sins' of avarice, greed and gluttony also come under covetousness. The whole advertising industry is founded on our weakness to resist this.

Act - What we CAN do to change 

To bring our lives into line with God's way of thinking we need to examine and make changes to every aspect of our lives. Just putting a few newspapers in the recycling bin and changing a few lightbulbs is not going to make slightest difference either to our lives or to the plight of the planet. We are told that we need to cut our carbon emissions by at least 80% within the next 40 years. That is a tall order and in practice, our individual emissions are rising year on year because we are buying more, travelling more, wasting more as each year goes by.

The first three books in the reading list below are a very good starting point on our journey of discovery and as we work through each module we will be looking more deeply at various aspects of our lives.

Further reading, contacts etc

Books

Ten – Living the Commandments in the 21st Century by J. John published by Kingsway Communications Ltd 2000. Essential reading to help unravel the mess we have got ourselves into.

The Seven Deadly Sins by Graham Tomlin published by Lion Hudson plc 2007. Expands on aspects of J.John's book above.

A Good Life – the guide to ethical living by Leo Hickman published by Eden Project Books 2005. Sound advice on all aspects of an ethical lifestyle and living with less.

A Life Stripped Bare by Leo Hickman published by Eden Project Books 2005. The background to A Good Life as Guardian reporter Leo Hickman tries to downsize his life.

Living Lightly – travels in a post-consumer society – Walter & Dorothy Schwartz published 
by Jon Carpenter Publishing 1998

Internet

Downshifting Path – An inspiring website. Anne Howe has ME , keeps a home going and runs a business. Her website is a blog of how she is managing to downshift her life and live with less. http://downshiftingpath.blogspot.com/
Spirituality and Ecological Hope – another inspiring blog page. Margaret Swedish is an American author who makes some very thought provoking observations on life. http://www.ecologicalhope.org/
E-Magazine http://www.emagazine.com/

 HYPERLINK "http://www.emagazine.com/"
 Probably the longest running (17 years) and still one of the world's best environmental magazines. American, but very useful. At $15 a year it is well worth a subscription.

European Christian Environmental Network http://www.ecen.org/
Friends of the Earth http://www.foe.org.uk/
Christian Ecology Link http://www.christian-ecology.org.uk/
�	Matthew 25:32-33


�	http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milton_Friedman


�	Capitalism and Freedom, published 1962, University of Chicago Press


�	http://www.ipcc.ch/
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