[image: image1.png]


EcoCELL


Travel and Transport

Introduction

There is nothing inherently wrong with travel. Our ancestors, from the beginning of time, travelled huge distances. “Travel broadens the mind”
 

The problem is how and why we travel. We are all travelling faster, more frequently and more miles per year than ever before. Since 1955 the annual distance travelled per person has increased by 70%. Since 1985 alone it has increased by nearly 32%.
 

On this section of our journey we will look at why successive governments have adopted policies which have ensured that the car has come to dominate our lives. And how we can make changes to avoid the generation of waste and pollution and overuse of energy.
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See - Understanding the problem

31% of all trips in the UK are for leisure, and if you include shopping in that category, it takes it up to 50%.
 

It is a popular myth, created by and perpetuated by the motor industry, that nearly everybody has a car. In fact 26% of all households in the UK do not have access to a car,
 and in many central urban areas, that figure is as high as 39% - or more.
  In fact the UK has the lowest car ownership in the whole of Europe (399 cars per 1000 people)
. Italy has the highest at 577 per 1000. It is significant that we are also the lowest users of public transport in Europe – less than 11% of all journeys. Austrians use public transport for more than 25% of all journeys, and Italians 21%.

As explained in Module 1 Britain removed state and local control from its transport system in favour of free enterprise and the pursuit of profit. Following the rebuilding after the war road transport was allowed to dominate. Every other country in Europe integrated trams and street-cars with buses and trains and produced a joined up system.  In Britain, between 1959 and 1964 the Minister of Transport was Ernest Marples, who just happened to be the owner of the largest road building company in the country, Marples Ridgeway, who were responsible for the building of some of our motorways. Marples Ridgeway was a member of the British Roads Federation, an organisation of motor manufacturers, hauliers, bus operators, and road users (including the AA and RAC) set up in 1932 with the intention of crushing the power of the railways
. Ernest Marples was responsible for the appointment of Dr Richard Beeching, whose brief was simply either to make the railways pay for themselves or close them down. As a result of his advice one third of the rail network disappeared between 1965 and 1970. Many of the former lines have now been converted into roads and motorways and others have been built over making re-opening impossible. Successive governments since the 1950's have refused to invest in railways and the Railways Act 1993 privatised the remains of the network. It was set up in such a way that government could still maintain control without the financial investment. In simple terms this means that no company can make a realistic profit without forcing the passengers to pay inflated prices.
 At the start of 2008, with a new round of fare increases biting, British passengers now pay more than twice the amount their European counterparts pay for comparable journeys. 

Buses also have been pushed firmly into the private sector. Local authorities have little control over what buses are run where or how much is charged. They can put certain services out to tender that are deemed to be socially necessary, but Central Government has been successively reducing the funding available to allow this to happen. 

In the meantime little is being done to encourage people to use public transport in preference to the private car. In fact First Group wanted to run an integrated bus and train service in West Yorkshire and were prevented from doing so because it was deemed to be unfair competition! 

All people aged over 60 now have free travel on many services. In some areas this is having a detrimental effect on young mothers who wish to travel but still have to pay and have difficulty using the buses because they are overcrowded. Many operators are being poorly compensated for free travel passes and are losing money. Some are inflating fares to fare payers to compensate.

Cyclists are encouraged to use trains – as long as they don't take their bikes on the train! Many trains in Europe have adequate cycle storage space. On British trains every square foot of space is costing money because the rolling stock is leased. Therefore, as many full-fare paying passengers have to be crammed into that space as possible in order to generate sufficient profits to keep the company in business. Consequently, on many trains there is no room for bikes.

Throughout the 1950s and 1960s all local authority highways departments worked to a manual created by the Ministry of Transport which dictated the precise road layout to be adopted for any given circumstances. On every almost every page it was stressed that pedestrians and cyclists were hazards to be kept away from cars at all times. The result is a network of roads across the country where cyclist are not welcome and feel very unsafe. Alongside this is a driver mentality that does not tolerate cyclists. The majority of people who can be encouraged onto a bike feel safer cycling on pavements, amongst pedestrians, even though it is against the law to do so.

Flying has increased at a phenomenal rate in the past ten years and 1.3 million take a flight from a UK airport every single day. This represents nearly one third of all air travel from EU airports
. Most of these flights are less than 500km, a distance that could comfortably be covered by train at one tenth of the pollution.
 Energy consumption by the air industry in the UK has increased 41% since 1994, compared to an EU average of 35% over the same period.
 Due to the fact that no tax is paid on aviation fuel the air industry receives the equivalent of a £900 billion subsidy every year from the UK government.

CO² comparison

The average suburban diesel train produces around 74 gm/km CO² per passenger.  A mainline diesel hauled train is around 61 gm/km. An electric mainline train is around 54 gm/km per passenger.
 The above figures assume a 30% loading. In practice many trains are running at or near capacity, so although total emissions per train will increase under such conditions, actual figures per passenger will be lower.

The average car on sale in 2008 produces around 165gms/km
 and although models with lower emissions exist they represent only a small part of total sales. It depends how many people travel in the car and so much will also depend on traffic conditions and how the car is driven. Two people in one car may achieve 82.5 gm/km per passenger. Far too many trips are made with just the driver.

An average one hour flight will cover 400-500km. The average short haul aircraft produces around 870 gm/km per passenger.
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Grieve – What does God say?

You shall not covet your neighbour's house. You shall not covet your neighbour's wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbour. Exodus 20:17

The word covet is hardly used today but it means to wish for longingly, to desire
. Moses was told to tell his people that it was wrong for anyone to desire everything their neighbour had. They were to be content with what they had and not be jealous about their neighbour's latest possessions.

Both the motor industry and the travel industry spend millions of pounds each year creating desire for their products. The only reason we wish to spend our holidays abroad is because we have been wooed by the adverts, and attracted by what we see as an affordable price tag. What was the motivation behind buying the first car we had?  We were presented with an image that a car was something desirable, to help us win girlfriends, get jobs, be on a par with all our friends. That image has been built up over a number of years not only by the motor industry but also by the media. A recent random check on the Independent newspaper revealed no less than 27 adverts for cars in a single edition, plus one full page feature. Not one of the featured cars had CO² emissions of below 150 gm/km. 

Hope – Understanding God's message

The deliberate and wilful creation of desire by the advertising industry is gnawing away at us all the time. The Tempter is always there. If only we can push him to one side we can begin to see that there are better ways of doing things.

Discuss the implications of Exodus 20:17 on your life, using the wider meaning of the word covet. How can you alert yourself to it? How can you keep it in check?

Act - What we CAN do to change

Where are we now?

As with all modules on this journey we need to set down some figures to be able to make comparisons. 

For a complete week record every trip that you make, how far it was, how long it took for the actual journey, what it was for and how you made it.

Day
Purpose
Distance
Time taken
How

Monday
Shopping
5 miles
20 mins
Car

Tues
History class
3 miles
25 mins
Bus







At the end of the week total up how far you have travelled. Now look closely at the list and work out how many of these trips could be done by a less energy intensive means, thereby creating less CO² in the process. Could the shopping have been done by bus? Is it possible to walk the 1.5 miles each way to the history class? Could you use a bicycle for some trips? Does it really need two trips in the car some days? Couldn't they be incorporated into one?

The Way Forward

Use your car only when there is no viable alternative.

Use bus, walk or cycle wherever possible.

When you do have to use your car, fit in as many jobs as possible at the same time.

Offer lifts to other people wherever possible. (75% of all car trips are single occupancy
)

Drive carefully to avoid harsh acceleration and braking.

Keep your car serviced and tyres maintained at the correct pressure at all times.

When you need to replace your car go for the most fuel efficient model you can with the lowest pollution rating.

Consider giving up your car, using alternatives - and hiring when there are none. It could save you a lot of money and worry!

Join a car-sharing club if one operates in your area.

Further reading, contacts etc

A Good Life – the guide to ethical living by Leo Hickman published Eden Project Books 2005

Car Sick – solutions for our car-addicted culture by Lynn Sloman published by Green Books 2006

World Carfree Network – an EU sponsored website on how to create a sustainable car free society.  http://www.worldcarfree.net/
Folding Bikes – the website of the Avon Valley Cyclery in Bath, suppliers of a wide range of solutions to versatile travel. http://www.foldingbikes.co.uk/
Sustrans - the UKs leading sustainable transport charity providing safe cycle routes across the country. http://www.sustrans.org/
Carry Freedom Trailers – how to increase the carrying capacity of your cycle safely http://www.carryfreedom.com/
Barry Doe – the country's leading expert on bus and train timetables and train ticketing. Scroll down his page for a wealth of transport information http://www.barrydoe.plus.com/
Transport Direct – find the best way between any two towns or villages. This amazing site checks bus, coach and train timetables to find the fastest, cheapest or best route from a maze of options. http://www.transportdirect.info
Not to be outdone the Government has its own version on the Direct.Gov website http://directgov.transportdirect.info/
The Campaign for Better Transport (formerly Transport 2000) http://www.bettertransport.org.uk/
The Man in Seat 61 – worldwide travel without using aircraft or travel agents. http://www.seat61.com/
Bikes on Trains – the A to B train page http://www.atob.org.uk/Bike_Rail.html
Traveline – the national public transport information site http://www.traveline.org.uk/
Carplus – rethinking car use. Car share clubs. http://www.carplus.org.uk/
Carshare – a directory of lift-sharing organisations in the UK http://www.carshare.com/
�	George Bernard Shaw


�	National Travel Statistics 2006


�	National Travel Statistics 2006


�	2001 Population census


�	In central Scarborough, in North Yorkshire, 58% do not have access to a vehicle, (2001 pop census.)


�	Eurostats 2004


�	The 1932 Railways Act was designed to force all long haul freight to travel by rail. Due to fierce opposition from BRF it never happened. The 1933 Road Transport Act replaced it, licensing commercial vehicles.


�	Christian Woolmar – Rail Magazine


�	Eurostats 206


�	John Whitelegg. Flying into trouble. Green Party  2003.


�	Eurostats 2006.


�	John Whitelegg


�	Association of Train Operating Companies – Baseline energy statement.


�	Society of Motor Manufacturers/DfT


�	Eurostats 2006


�	Chambers Concise Dictionary


�	National Travel Statistics 2006





7

