NEWS RELEASE 

to Church Press in England (13th May 2003)

Last week church representatives from 22 European countries met in Volos, Greece to discuss the urgency of the global ecological crisis and encourage new responses from local churches.  This was the main focus of the 4th Assembly of the European Christian Environment Network (ECEN), involving Orthodox, Catholic and Reformed traditions, meeting from 6-11 May.

Exploring the theme 'Water - Gift of God, Source of Life', delegates heard from speakers of the crisis now facing many countries of a growing shortage of fresh water.  Over a billion people worldwide (one sixth of the population) do not have access to safe drinking water.  Excessively heavy rainfall in short periods, over-extraction for irrigation, evaporation with hotter temperatures, and growing demands from tourists, are leading to serious problems all over Europe.  For example, Germany and Britain experience massive floods, Spain and Sweden soil erosion, Greece and Italy salinity in underground water sources.  Water is the pre-requisite for life, but with only 3% of all water being fresh, and this is declining, there are severe challenges to be faced for the future.*

Participants looked at other related concerns such as Climate Change and Transport and will be producing action plans later this year.  

Hosted by Greek Evangelical, Orthodox and Roman Catholic churches, they were able to visit local projects addressing such issues.  The ecological monastery of Saint John the Baptist, for instance, is a striking example of a group of Orthodox nuns running a mountain organic farm; whilst Evangelicals in the city of Volos emphasise regular cleaning of the streets and beaches.

Anglican delegate Martyn Goss, Social Responsibility Officer from Exeter,  spoke of the opportunity for greater Christian involvement in environmental projects.  "We must see our role in caring about God's world expressed in practical ways and underlined by a firm theology.  The Covenant with Noah calls us to be partners with all the earth and to sustain it for the future.  This we can do through our lifestyles, by our management of resources and in our respect for the whole of Creation".  He added:  "British churches have long been concerned with social  justice.  This attitude must urgently be extended to the whole of life".

Some churches in England are now undertaking environmental audits of their own premises and land, whilst others uphold a special 'Creation Day' in their prayers and liturgies.  The significance of the ECEN assembly is that such concern or action is shared by churches across all Europe, and a positive demonstration of ecumenical co-operation in contributing to the sustainability of God's planet.
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*  Explanation
Water available for human use serves many purposes:  Agriculture (70%);  Industry (22%); Household (8%).  Africa and Asis are the continents most affected by declining water sources.

Note to Editors:  photos of the ECEN Assembly and its activities are available on request

