World Summit on Sustainable Development

You and Your Church

Prayer (for use in churches on Sunday 25th August)
Creating God, you have given us a vision of a new heaven and a new earth ...
resources conserved
earth tended
atmosphere cleansed
trees planted
injustice ended
oceans teeming
nations at peace

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer
alert nations, enthuse churches,
receive our commitment and so entwine our lives with Your purpose
earth and heaven will then sing of your glory. Amen
What is the World Summit on Sustainable Development?

The World Summit aims to bring together all interested parties, in order to tackle global environmental problems. From 26th August to 4th September, the world's attention will be focussed on Johannesburg, South Africa, for the next World Summit. An estimated 50,000 people will gather including governments, UN agencies, financial institutions, charities and grassroots organisations and individuals. Such an important global event needs the support and prayers of Christians.

 Why Christians must respond

Religious organisations have been invited to respond to the World Summit. As Christians who are salt and light in the world we are called to demonstrate our commitment to help the poor and to care for God's creation, by responding practically and prophetically. Christian leaders have urged us to pray and prepare for the World Summit. But why should this be of particular concern to Christians? "Sustainable development", the key theme of the Summit, encompasses several Biblical themes, including:
Creation

God is the source of all good things, including the enormous diversity and abundance of the material creation. This earth is the Lord's, not ours to exploit as we wish. We are created from "the dust of the earth" and are dependent upon the rest of creation.

Stewardship

We are made both "of the earth", and "in the image of God". We have a special role and responsibility towards the nonhuman creation, for which we are answerable to God. God encourages human innovation and use of creation's resources but there are constraints - respect for other creatures, wisdom about the impact of our actions, and humility regarding our abilities and understanding.

Love for Neighbour

Our actions must demonstrate love to fellow humans, who share God's image. Jesus commands us to care for the poor, hungry, disabled, prisoners, refugees - many of whom are victims of our policies and lifestyles. His commands should lead to action for justice on their behalf.

Justice

God desires that all should share the benefits from the earth's riches - the poor as well as the wealthy, generations to come as well as people today. This continues to challenge our rich and unsustainable Western lifestyles.

Human Nature

Many involved in the World Summit are asking "Why hasn't there been more progress in ten years?" The Bible teaches about the spoilt state of human hearts, and the need for God to transform us from within. Some are beginning to recognise that the churches can be a key to change at the level needed for real progress.

 What can Churches do?

Worship

Hold a special service linked to the World Summit. Invite local environmental organisations to contribute and local politicians to attend. Make celebrating creation more central to services.

Be informed

Conduct an environmental check-up of your church's life and mission (information from Eco-Congregation). Keep a "Global Alert" notice board with a map of the world highlighting information about major environmental issues. Register a member of your Church to receive environmental information from your local Council, and keep everyone informed. 

Be involved

Encourage Church groups to take part in local activities.
Promote Fair Trade in your church and local community. 

Contribute to the public debate on sustainability that will take place in the context of the Summit. 

Join or set up a local group of Christians to discuss  issues, take practical action, or both. 

Be transformed!

Living sustainably in God's world is an essential part of discipleship. Lives, lifestyles, and whole communities can be impacted if we fulfil our calling as stewards  of God’s earth.
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