Prayers for Harvest from Christian Ecology Link

Loving Father,

We thank you for creating this beautiful earth and all the varied life forms within it. Forgive us for having recklessly exploited it, changing its weather, depleting its resources, treating animals as ‘commodities’ and creating divisions between rich and poor, east and west, haves and have-nots.

Help us to turn away from our self-interest and greed, to protect the climate and the life which depends on it, and to begin to live in such a way that we do not rob others of the means to live, either those now living or those who will come after us.

We ask it in the name of your Son, through whom all things were made.  Amen.

****************

Lord of the harvest, we thank you for all who have worked on land and sea to provide our daily food. We remember our farmers and fishermen and those in other parts of the world who have planted the seed and tended the crops, and the fruit of whose labours we enjoy.

Grant that they may receive justice, a fair return for their labour and hope for the future with a stable climate.

We pray too for those who package and deliver our food, for shopkeepers and restauranteurs, for those concerned with the nation’s health and for ourselves, that we may shop wisely and with thought for others.

We ask this in the name of your son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen.

****************

Father, we are mindful that whilst we are well fed and nourished there are many who are short of food, whose harvests have failed for lack of rain as climate changes, or whose livelihood has been destroyed by war, inhumanity and exploitation.

Bless the development agencies who are seeking to redress the balance and bring peace and justice where there is want, discord and destruction.

Bless those who work for climate justice so that all countries, rich and poor, will have an equal entitlement per person to create greenhouse gas emissions.

Give us generous hearts that from our riches we may increasingly give our support to those working among the poor and under-privileged in the world, and keep us ever mindful of our Lord’s command to love our neighbours – whether close at hand or in the wider world – as ourselves.

We ask this in Jesus’ name.   Amen.

Please use these prayers at Harvest Festival Services, or on other appropriate occasions.

Christian Ecology Link is a registered charity no. 328744.  CEL, 10, Beech Hall Road, London, E4 9NX, UK. 
 0845 459 8460       info@christian-ecology.org.uk         www.christian-ecology.org.uk
