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London Christians explore Runway 3 -  Saturday 5th September 2009
In the autumn Christians have always given a particular emphasis to the benefits of God’s Creation, and we celebrate this season as “Creation Time”. 
The London Churches Environmental Network (LCEN) aims to encourage Christians, of all denominations, across Greater London to enjoy the wonders of God’s Creation that we see in the environment, and to realise that we have responsibilities towards it. The LCEN’s programme gives opportunities for Christians to meet, learn from each other, share and discuss their experiences. Last year the LCEN marked the start of Creation Time by conducting walks round two legs of the London Loop *. 

In 2009 an environmental issue of particular concern to many is the proposed extension to Heathrow Airport by the building of Runway 3 through Sipson and Harmondsworth. So, to mark Creation Time this year LCEN is planning a walk through this proposed extension. This walk will enable those taking part to form their own views from a position of knowledge. The walk takes place on Saturday 5th September 2009.
The walk starts with a service at St. Anselm’s Church in Hayes, Middlesex at 10.30 a.m. From there we will walk through Crane Park, along the course of the proposed runway through Sipson and Harmondsworth, and then through Harmondsworth Moor (a newly-created nature reserve) to West Drayton. The full length of the walk is 6 miles. There are, however, convenient bus routes for any who do not wish or are not able to cover the whole distance.

St. Anselm’s Church is close to Hayes & Harlington station, which is served by suburban trains from Paddington, and which connects with the Underground at Ealing. Hayes is also well served by bus routes. West Drayton is one stop from Hayes on the same line, so walkers can easily return to where they started.  
The aim of this event is for Christians of all denominations, ages, races and gender to meet together, walk through an area which is still countryside, and learn more about what is proposed for it. We hope to experience the joy of God’s Creation; to show that caring for it is a central part of our faith; to witness to that which we take seriously; to learn from each other, and from what we may see during our walk. 
The event is not intended to be fund-raising and no-one need seek sponsors.
If you are interested or would like more information please contact the organisers:

Rev Barry Goodwin, 
St. Matthew’s House,

100, George St,
Croydon,

CR0 1PJ

tel 020 8256 9637


barry.goodwin@southwark.anglican.org
or

Mick Oliver,

19, Woodcroft Ave, 
Stanmore,

HA7 3PT

tel 020 8954 4976


micksheila67@hotmail.com 
* The London Loop visitors’ book has an entry describing last year’s walk, on www.walklondon.org.uk/visitors_book.asp?R=5  
