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St Bernadette’s Parish House, Bowerham Road, Lancaster LA1 4HT 
Tel/fax: 01524 383081 email: lfj@fish.co.uk 

Sanctity or naivety? 
 

Oscar Romero as Patron-Saint-in waiting  
for the Justice & Peace movement 

 

Speaker: Julian Filochowski 
 

8th December 2007  
 
 

In Penrith Methodist Hall, Drovers Lane, Penrith 
 
 
 

The talk will start at 1:15 pm  
 
 

after bread & soup lunch from 12:15 pm   
All welcome 

 

Faith & Justice Commission AGM will start at 10:30 am 
All are welcome to attend 

In this newsletter we have tried to share some of the thoughts and 
ideas expressed during the conference we organised this month with 

CEL. We hope to have the talks given at the conference on the  
diocesan website in the next couple of weeks. 
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Response to Bill on Climate Change from Operation Noah 
 

Ann Pettifor Campaign Director  Operation Noah 
 

Operation Noah (ON) believes that the threat of climate change is far too great, 
and the role of people of faith in averting the threat too important to be ap-
proached in an amateurish way. With the help of two generous donations we 
have invested time and skills in making the campaign more effective at  
bringing pressure to bear on government, and encouraging church leaders and 
faith communities to take courageous action and protect creation.  
 

There has been too much emphasis by government and others on individual  
responsibility for action against climate change. We’ve all been encouraged to 
become DIY Global repairers. Naturally because of the scale of the crisis, this 
has induced feelings of helplessness and despair. ON challenges the DIY  
approach. We argue that only if government leads, by providing a framework 
for regulating and rationing emissions, can we all play our part and be effec-
tive against the threat. And only if government regulates and rations can the 
burden of cuts in emissions be shared fairly between rich and poor, between 
those (mainly elderly) with leaky houses and those with well-insulated ones;  
between those that drive large, gas-guzzling cars and those that use public 
transport; between those that holiday abroad and those that do not. 
 

Above all, only if rich countries like Britain drastically cut emissions can we 
limit the impact of climate change, for which we are largely responsible. We 
believe that only by joining in community with others can we find the strength 
and commitment to transform our own lifestyles and habits, as well as the 
economy within which we conduct our lives. Our economy is based on the  
notion that economic growth can continue ad infinitum, regardless of the limits 
to the ecosystem. For economic growth to be sustained endlessly requires us 
all to become non-stop 24/7 consumers – and to assume that there are no limits 
to consumption.  
 

Yet much of western civilisation has been built on the Old Testament notion 
that periodically, once every seven days, we should correct imbalances by  
resting; and by not exploiting the land or labour. These biblical underpinnings 
have helped our societies over millennia adjust to over-consumption and  
over-exploitation. But over time that underpinning has been eroded, and today 
we consume 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  
 

There must be limits to consumption because there are limits to our ecosystem. 
There are limits to the supply of oil; to the fish in the sea; to the ability of  
forests and other ‘sinks’ to absorb our pollution; to human endurance; and  
limits to the ability of the ecosystem to renew itself.  
 

Tackling climate change requires government to provide a framework which 
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allows us to restore balance and limit consumption. Climate change is not just 
a political or economic issue; it is a moral and spiritual issue.  
Because Christians and other faith organisations are best placed to lead the 
moral and spiritual transformation needed if we are to adopt and adapt to new 
lifestyles, Operation Noah  believes that it is vital that churches and their  
communities exercise leadership on climate change. 
 

These are Operation Noah’s Key Proposals for strong legislation: 
 

1. Cut emissions further and faster: We need a 90% cut in emissions by 
2030 which implies cuts of 10% a year starting now.  
2. Commit to policy consistency across all government departments: At 
present the burden of policy rests with the Department for Environment, Food 
and Rural Affairs (DEFRA). The Department of Transport meanwhile pursues 
‘business as usual’ building motorways and airports. The Prime Minister must 
pull together a government wide cabinet committee to ensure that all  
departments contribute to tackling climate change 
3. Commit to cuts within the UK: We must meet our targets by cutting con-
sumption of fossil fuels in the UK, not by buying emissions from poor coun-
tries. 
4. Give climate change science priority in decision-making: The govern-
ment’s new Committee on Climate Change gives priority to business interests. 
We think this is wrong. The Committee’s remit must be changed so that deci-
sions on carbon budgets and cuts in emissions must be based primarily on sci-
entific evidence rather than on business or financial vested interests. 
Please keep us informed of all your efforts via our contact form on the web-
site, or by writing to us at www.operationnoah.org/contact or replying to this 
email. We would love to hear from you telling us that you have sent a letter, or 
that you have had a meeting with your MP. That way we can track the impact 
of all our actions. We will publicise your efforts on the website. 

 
Obtain a  comprehensive  

guidance pack  on 
www.operationnoah.org 

 
“Greening our Parishes”  
workshop in the Catholic 
Chaplaincy at Lancaster  
University during the  

conference “Keeping the Ark 
Afloat” 
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Sister Margaret Atkins spoke of the need to use our intelligence,  
distorted though it might be by our own interests. We should be  
thankful for the good things of creation; a simple life should be joyful 
and valued in its own right. We must take responsibility where it is 
ours, but recognise its limitations. 
Professor Leo Pyle pointed out that the basic problem was economic. 
Climatic models show the importance of the human contribution to 
change, raising problems likely to exacerbate international disputes. 
Energy generation accounts for two-thirds of global carbon dioxide 
emissions, in the UK almost three times the world average per person. 
Although the total from China is now similar to the USA’s, 40% arises 
from manufacturing goods for us. Present trends are unsustainable by a 
factor of four, and substantial sacrifices will be needed to correct them. 
Ellen Teague surveyed the dire consequences for the poor in various 
areas due to increased flooding, desertification, displacement of  
populations, hillside denudation especially after deforestation, retreat of 
glaciers, contamination of fresh water by rising sea levels, spread of 
disease and insect infestation, e.g. locusts. Production of bio-fuels 
sometimes threatens food security. 
Greening our parishes was presented by Jo Rathbone of  
EcoCongregation, with aids and check-lists for parishes to assess and 
improve their green credentials with specific respect to worship and 
teaching, practical management, and co-operation with other  
organisations. “Signing up to green energy” was recommended, but its 

advocates now acknowledge that it  
expresses a wish and cannot reduce an 
actual carbon footprint - the more so 
since it seems that already, more green 
energy is purportedly sold than  
generated.                 Peter Wilson 

KEEPING THE ARK AFLOAT 
Reports from conference on environmental justice 
sponsored by CEL & the Faith & Justice Commission  

Paul Kelly, Ellen Teague,  
Sr Margaret & Leo Pyle 
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THE RIGHT TO WATER 
Workshop lead by Alastair Roxburgh from Christian Aid 

 

Report on the workshop from Mary MacDonald 
Things to consider 
· 58% of all refugees are there because of climate change 
· In the UK the average individual uses 200 – 300 litres daily 
· In the Gambia the average daily individual use is 4.5 litres.  
· China and the US have equal CO2 emissions but per capita the US 

is the highest 
 

Water related diseases kill 5,000 children daily- 1 every 15 secs. 
 

A rise of 2 degrees in temperature means 200 million more will die of 
malaria   Malaria kills more the AIDS 
 

 Billions have no access to water  
 2.6 billion have inadequate sanitation 
  The UK’s emission is 2%  
  BUT really 13% - 15 % taking in investments  
  Privatisation of water has caused real hardship 
  

An example of this can be seen in Tajikistan the smallest and  
poorest Soviet Republic with very little natural resources. The main 
resource was water used by the Soviets to power expensive electric 
power for use in Russia. The country became independent in 1991, 
and since the fall of the Soviet system the infrastructure has been 
destroyed.  
With climate change, the desert is encroaching in the south – 332 
thousand hectares have been lost and in the north the glaciers are  
melting very fast. There has been a 20% retreat over 10 years.  
 

Not to far away is the Aral Sea which was exploited by the Soviets 
and a great environmental disaster was the result. 
 

Water is also a great threat to security as with  Israel and Palestine. 
 

“Water : the key to life, the key to development” was 
the subject for discussion that followed. 
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Extract from Bishop Christopher Toohey of Australia presentation 
given to the recent Vatican Conference on Climate Change 

Vocation for Justice Winter 2007 
 
The environment movement is perceived by the general population as 
negative and “finger waving”, that it is all about blaming humanity for 
the destruction of the planet. Telling people things are all bad, all of the 
time, and we are to blame, is quite simply bad psychology. This makes 
people feel disempowered, demoralised and fatalistic. The Church  
understands that people need to celebrate. Human beings are created to 
need joy, fun, celebration, awe and wonder. Without these things we live 
less than a fully human life according to God’s creative plan. 
 

Climate change is an urgent issue, but unless action is accompanied by 
deep seated contemplation and awareness of the divine presence, gently 
but ardently urging us on, then our response will be reduced to mere  
activism. We will in that case lack real and creative insight and will be 
tempted to give up in the face of difficulty and advancing years. 
 

I believe that the Church needs to help people, especially in heavily  
industrialised nations, to reconnect with God’s creation. 
 

The discipline of spiritual discernment –which would ask the question  
before we consume “Do you really need this?” -needs to be taught more 
ardently than ever before. 

 
People in the Contemplation of 
Creation workshop  
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 The Energy Debate - New Nuclear?  
Facilitator: Willie Slavin Leaders: Tim Cooper and Peter Wilson    

This session was expertly chaired by Willie Slavin. At the outset he acknowl-
edged that the subject matter might raise intense passions and encouraged us 
to understand each other's contributions based on our understanding of each 
other's individuality. The session opened with a five-minute presentation from 
Tim Cooper explaining his background as a member of Christian Ecology 
Link and that he was based at the Centre for Sustainable Consumption at  
Sheffield Hallam University. In 2006 he had authored a document entitled 
Faith and Power -the case for a low consumption non-nuclear energy strategy  
He identified four principles to be used to underpin a Christian approach to 
energy strategy: 
· should be supplied and used in a manner consistent with the biblical  
principle of taking care of God's creation 
· the technology adopted in supplying energy should not involve excessive 
risk, including threats of pollution or warfare 
· energy consumption should reflect a just use of the Earth's resources,  
demonstrating love of neighbours, such that there is an end to fuel poverty and 
the energy needs of the world’s poor are met 
· finite energy reserves should be consumed in moderation, sufficient only 
to meet genuine need and with due account of future generations 
Next to speak was Peter Wilson who had worked in the nuclear industry at 
Sellafield for many years and who had particular expertise concerning the 
handling and disposal of nuclear waste.  
He addressed some of the common objections to nuclear energy: 
· it is well established technically how the waste should be stored - although 
deep dry cavities are the ideal,  protection is safely designed to endure even if 
there is flooding 
· the largest part of nuclear waste comes from our nuclear weapons  
programme and not from power generation 
· the amounts of high toxicity waste are small in volume 
· the main political problem is deciding the first place to begin storage. 
Thereafter it should become much easier 
· the risks of another Chernobyl are zero. The design and safety procedures 
of new reactors are very much superior. The worst possible scenario is  
something similar to the Manhattan Island incident in which no one was hurt 
· nuclear energy is carbon clean and the only realistic source of a significant  
proportion of our energy needs in the coming years currently only 1% of  
purified uranium is actually used; recovery processes mean there are vast  
supplies for future use 
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 There followed a lively discussion from which several comments made a  
particular impression upon me.  
One contributor was an economist who pointed out that the projections for 
economic growth that the government had used to underpin its decision to 
further develop nuclear energy was a threefold growth in the economy by 
2050. This in effect means increasing our consumerism threefold!  
The economist thought that notwithstanding the undesirability of this from a 
Christian perspective it was extremely unlikely to happen anyway in the  
natural economic cycle. Much more natural is a cycle of growth and reces-
sion - we just happen to have had a very prolonged period of growth re-
cently.  
I detected a general consensus that we must challenge the received wisdom 
that growth is always desirable.  
There was a view that nuclear energy is amongst the most expensive.  
It was noted that very small amounts of government funding are being  
invested in developing renewable energy; huge sums are being put into the  
nuclear industry. It was noted that some other European countries are  
developing renewable energy much faster than Britain, despite having less  
favourable wind and tides.  
The lead-in time from conception to electricity production for a new nuclear 
power station is about 13 years. 
 

Unsurprisingly the workshop could not come to a definitive conclusion, but 
my impression is that the majority of participants would support the stance 
adopted by Christian Ecology Link who propose a low consumption non-
nuclear energy strategy.  

   Dr Paul Kelly 

Ice Sculpture   
demonstrating the melting 

of glaciers outside the  
Conference created by the 

Chaplaincy Team at  
Lancaster University 
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Should Christians and the Church be more active in protecting wildlife 
and habitats that are in danger of becoming extinct? 

 –  and if so, how? 
 

Biodiversity – Saving our wildlife:  Workshop led by Judith Allinson  
Judith is a botanist in the UK, but who has  worked in West Africa for 2 years, and 

briefly (albeit 3 days) visited a tropical forest reserve in Cameroon, and she runs the 
website for Christian Ecology Link. One of her great concerns is that in our lifetime, 
even at conservative estimates, 1% of species will have become extinct and that the  

extinction rates are rising 
Why conservation of forest is important: 

There are so many species there, many or them still undiscovered. 
The trees hold the thin soil, which in turn holds water  
The huge trees, and thin soil contain organic material.  
Once lost (by felling, burning and being replaced by crops for a few years, 
until the soil becomes too poor for crops) 
The plants and animals can become extinct 
The soil is washed away. There can be landslides (as we saw in Ellen 
Teague’s slides of the Philippines)  
The carbon held in the huge trees, and thin soil is released as CO2.  
Loss of forest is at present causing more global warming effect than the is 
the entire USA by burning fossil fuels etc.. (www.coolearth.org) 
 Ellen Teague showed slides of dry parched  land in Kaduna, Northern  
Nigeria where she had once worked, and explained how her elderly night 
watchmen said it used to be forest when he was young. 
One member of the workshop was a Ghanaian who is studying in Brussels 
and had come across to Lancaster specially for the conference. He said that 
on his Human Ecology course most people were either atheists or people 
who kept religion separate from science.  The churches where he lived in 
Ghana do not deal with care of Creation. So he was pleased to find out 
about and come to this conference.   It also reminded me of how much most 
of our churches in the UK have improved and moved over the last 20 
years… at least our churches are beginning to include words about care for 
creation – Now it needs to be backed up with action.   
If your church has raised £100 for a Protect an acre of primary forest” 
project  (or other habitat of biodiversity importance) please let me know 
so I can add it to the website: www.christian-ecology.org.uk/forest.htm. 

(This page also gives a list of possible charities to enable you to do this.)  
If you are interested in these ideas please do get in touch with  

 Judith Allinson  email: ja@christian-ecology.org.uk 
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A link with the past - but what of the future? 

In the bible we read of Job and the auroch (wild ox)  
Job 39:10 Can you hold the wild ox by its harness to the 
furrow? That species (which was wild and never  
domesticated), along with many other wild animals has 
now disappeared. On the right, Judith Allinson examines 
a friend’s fossil horns of an auroch that once roamed the 
woodland in the Ribble valley in Lancashire. These huge 
animals, portrayed in cave paintings in France, became  
extinct in Britain (due to human activity) about 2000 BC. 
The last one in the world died in Poland in 1627. 

 

Five species extinct in  
Lancashire in last 100 years 

Dormouse 
Marsh Gentian 

Pine Martin 
Large Copper Butterfly  

Nightjar 

In danger of extinction  
in Lancashire 

Birds eye primrose  
Frog orchid 

Pearl bordered fritillary 
Yellow wagtail 

Rare species in Lancashire 
of national importance: 

Lancaster Whitebeam 
Lady’s slipper orchid 
Northern Spike-rush  

Red Squirrel 
Water vole  

Habitats under threat in Lancashire  
Lowland raised bog, (to drainage) 

Limestone pavement, (to rockeries, roadstone) 
Species rich grassland (lost 98%) (to fertilizers and reseeding)  

it  takes work and money to protect those that are left 

Species under threat in the world  
Cedars of Lebanon,  

Orang-utans (to Oil Palm farms)  
Lowland gorillas (Bushmeat)  

Five species extinct in the world in the last 200 years:  
Carrier pigeon 1900  wild, 1914 -zoo; European bison 1920 wild (still in zoos) 
Great Auk 1844; Lesser Bilby 1931 (Australian marsupial, common in early 

19thC) Chinese river dolphin 2006 

God created and gave us a beautiful world  
The problem:  Many people in churches do not see protection of  
Creation (ie protection of rare species and ecosystems and soil)   

as a Christian Responsibility.  
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The Human Person: 
The Heart of Peace 

 Pax Christi – Peace Sunday 
14 January 2007 

Peacemaking should never be abstract.  It should have a human face.  
Where is the human face in front of you, the person to whom you can 
say,” Come stay with me”? You will discover that those little people 
are the ones who give you the peace and the joy and the harmony of 
heart, who blow out your fear and give you some real freedom.  If 
you want to be a real peacemaker, always look for the little ones, and 
your fear will slowly go, because it is through the little ones that God 
reveals to us God’s perfect love.  So resistance is saying “no” to death 
and “yes” to life - especially where it is most vulnerable. 

This is Progress (967 encyclical letter of Pope Paul VI 
(Populorum Progressio)  

Students taking part in the  Free for All  Tour in the Lancaster Cathedral 
As part of the commemoration of the Abolition of the Slave Trade Act 

For more information www.freeforalltour.info 
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‘Understanding CAFOD’  
 

 ……...a chance to find out more about how CAFOD works. This 
is a great opportunity to update your knowledge if you’re an existing 
volunteer and absolutely essential if you are newly interested in vol-
unteering for CAFOD.   
The day covers:  CAFOD’s vision, mission and values; the story of 
CAFOD; CAFOD’s  international work; CAFOD’s funding; spiritual-
ity; campaigning; schools and fundraising. 
 
 
 

 Sat 19th Jan 08  Our Lady of Windermere & St Herbert’s Parish 
     Centre, Lake Road, Windermere LA23 2EQ 
     10.30 –4pm. 
 

 Sat 9th Feb 08  St Bega’s Chapel, Cleator Moor.   
     11– 4pm (following Mass at 10am) 

 
 

 Booking is essential for these days. Please contact : 
CAFOD Lancaster, St Walburge’s Centre, St Walburge’s Gardens, 

Ashton-on-Ribble, Preston, PR2 2QJ.   
Tel 01772 733310 or email   lancaster@cafod.org.uk 
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Ethical Diocesan Environmental Policy 
A proposal was put to the Trustees of Lancaster Diocese by  

Lancaster Diocese Faith & Justice Commission  
 

Extracts: Speaking in September to a meeting of young people on the national day 
for the safeguarding of creation, Pope Benedict said that one of the most urgent  
responsibilities of their generation was to protect the environment and help reverse 
ecological destruction: “Before it is too late courageous choices must be adopted 
that are capable of recreating a strong alliance between humans and the earth”.  The 
proposal is that as a Catholic Christian Diocese we should respond to the challenge 
set out by Pope Benedict and that in so doing have something important to  
contribute to the national conscience concerning the environment, climate change 
and energy use.  
 

Many – but by no means all – of the effects of climate change are related to energy 
use, and this proposal focuses on that area. As a diocese we already have a policy for 
purchasing and managing investments ethically based on the social and gospel  
values of the Church, but there isn’t a parallel policy for applying these values to  
environmental issues. At parish level many have already made a commitment to  
promoting and supporting Fair Trade, similarly founded on principles of justice,  
equity and solidarity with the poor. Some individual parishes are now extending 
their decision-making to incorporate “green” issues, and, for example, are raising 
awareness and taking action to reduce energy consumption. In developing an  
environmental policy we believe that the diocese should seek ways to encourage  
understanding and action on environmental issues at all levels – individual, parish 
and diocesan. Specifically, because energy for parish use is purchased centrally by 
the diocese it would be consistent for an energy purchase policy to be adopted at  
diocesan level. 
 

Proposed environmental policy:The diocese should adopt a policy that endeavours 
to read the signs of the times with regard to global warming, environmental issues, 
and the use and procurement of  energy. The policy should make explicit reference 
to the social and Gospel values of the Catholic Church. It should include the need to 
publicly witness to our love and respect of the created world, and should lead to 
practical action that gives effect to that witness. In making decisions the diocese 
should take account of current authoritative scientific and theological opinion. The 
policy should also acknowledge the inevitably incomplete nature of our scientific 
and theological understanding and affirm that this should not be a barrier to action 
and decision making for the common good. 
 

The Practical Implementation: There are numerous ways in which this policy 
could be developed. The “Fit for Mission” document makes a start by inviting us to 
assess the carbon footprint of home and parish.  



15 

We would encourage this and, as the Faith and Justice Commission, will be happy to 
supply simple paper or computer-based tools for carrying out this assessment. We can 
also supply a simple environmental audit tool for parish use (this is also available at 
www.ecocongregation.org).  Parishes will probably find that minor investment in e.g. 
increased insulation, energy-saving light bulbs etc will both reduce their footprint and 
be economically beneficial. 
We believe that an appropriate way of acting and witnessing at diocesan level would 
be to review the central energy purchasing policy from an ethical and environmental 
perspective. This is most likely to involve the purchase of electricity from renewable 
sources. We would encourage the diocese to explore potential alternative suppliers. 
Enquiries indicate that this is feasible technically and would have a genuine  
environmental advantage.  
With publicity such action is likely to raise the profile of the Church’s concern for the 
environment and stimulate other people to take practical steps to limit the damage 
caused by their energy use. It will help people to appreciate the institutional church is 
in touch with a contemporary issue and to see that it has something important to  
contribute to the common good of society. It would be a teaching opportunity. 
 

There is always a cost to discipleship and faithfulness to Christ. Not least in this  
proposal, at a time when the Diocesan community is already facing difficult  
decisions about its future, there is the likelihood of a (modest) financial cost in  
switching to renewable electricity. However, in making the diocese fit for mission to 
the wider community it has necessarily to decide to shift its spending away from 
buildings and to invest in people. Just like other aspects of spending on fair trade,  
paying a just price for our energy production is part of that investment if we are not to 
be complicit in oppressing other human beings. 
This proposal calls on individuals, parishes, the spiritual leaders and trustees of the 
diocese to develop an ethical environmental policy. At diocesan level we would  
encourage the trustees to move to switch to electricity generated from renewable 
sources. It would be a strong practical expression of our love of creation and solidarity 
with the poor. It would increase our ability to effectively witness publicly to the Good 
News of Jesus. That is the essence of the proposal this paper puts before the diocese. 
 

 
Statement on a Diocese Energy Policy  

from the Trustees of Lancaster RC Diocese November 07 
 

“The Diocese supports all Green Initiatives including recycling, and will buy Green 
Energy when it has been proven that the type of fuel is of significant benefit to the  

environment, where the premium charge for such energy approximately equates to a 
saving in the Climate Change Levy and back-up services of the supplier are fully  

satisfactory.  It is proposed that the Diocese continues to invest in new heating and 
lighting systems comprising more efficient energy saving equipment”.�
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Cumbria Wildlife In Sacred Places Project 

 
  
The project will run for three years, during which time our objective is to 
survey two hundred sacred places (any land used for worship or retreat) 
throughout Cumbria.   
The emphasis is on increasing biodiversity in these areas, working with the 
communities and getting everyone involved.   
These sites often include remnants of old hay meadows, which are important 
refuges for flowers such as the pignut, ox-eye daisy and the meadow  
buttercup.   
The Trust would like to work with local communities to increase the wildlife 
potential of these areas, creating and enhancing valuable habitats for birds, 
small mammals, butterflies and insects.   
One of the options would be for the Trust to carry out a survey and provide 
feedback from those results.   
If your community would like to become more involved, the Trust can  
advise you, after an initial survey, on how to improve wildlife biodiversity 
on the site.  
The community is encouraged to take ownership of the project and produce 
exhibitions etc to be displayed in their meeting place, if they so wish.  The 
Trust will assist by providing advice, meeting with the people  and deliver-
ing talks to the local community.   
If you would like information, a questionnaire or would like to discuss the 
project, please get in contact  Alison Reed at  : 

Wildlife In Sacred Places Project,  Cumbria Wildlife Trust,  
Plumgarths, Crook Road, Kendal, Cumbria, LA8 8LX 

Anti-Slavery International Annual Award went to the Coalition of  
Immokalee Workers for their exceptional contribution towards tackling 
modern-day slavery in the United States agricultural industry. Over the past 
decade the CIW has uncovered, investigated and assisted in the prosecution 
of six slavery cases, secured the release of 1000 Mexican and Guatemalan 
migrant farm workers held in slavery, and successfully campaigned for  
corporate buyers to eliminate the existence of forced labour within their 
supply chains, including historical agreements with McDonalds and Taco 
Bell. 
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A new report from the World Bank and International Monetary 
Fund has revealed that vulture funds and other commercial credi-
tors are still chasing a staggering $1.8 billion from some of the 
world’s poorest countries – AFTER they have had debts cancelled 
by rich country governments.  
 

The Status of Implementation report for the Heavily Indebted Poor 
Countries initiative, released the week before the annual meetings of 
the World Bank and IMF, reveals: 
Of the 24 countries that have received debt cancellation under the 
Heavily Indebted Poor Countries initiative,  
11 have been targeted for legal action by private creditors.  
More than half of these private creditors have already won lawsuits, 
with a total of $991 million awarded so far.  
Eight new legal actions have been reported in the last year, five 
against Nicaragua, two against Cameroon, and one against Ethiopia. 
The report comes six months after the vulture fund Donegal Interna-
tional  was awarded $15.5 million for its claim against the government 
of Zambia, for a debt it had bought for $3 million.  
 

Jubilee Debt Campaign is calling for concerted action from the UK 
government, the IMF, and the World Bank to tighten up the system and 
make sure the benefits of debt cancellation go to the people who need 
them. Funds freed up by debt cancellation are intended for health,  
education and other social spending, they are not rich pickings for 
speculators and private banks.  
 

JDC are calling for national and international regulation to stop vulture 
funds from operating. In the mean time, the international community 
must provide poor countries with speedy access to affordable legal ad-
vice and support, so they can defend themselves against the vultures.  
Take Action: Ask your MP to sign Early Day Motion 1016 
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ADVANCE NOTICES 

Lancaster University Chaplaincy Centre 
Conference Saturday 17th May 2008 

 

Speaker: John Bell from the Iona Community 
Organised by 

 

CAFOD, Catholic Caring Services &  
Lancaster Diocese Faith & Justice Commission 

‘Towards the Light’  Advent Services 
A celebration of Advent in song, drama and the spoken word led by 

our primary and secondary schools around the diocese.   
 
Tuesday 4th December: 7pm at St Kentigern’s Catholic Church,  
Newton Drive, Blackpool, FY3 8BT.  Followed with refreshments. 
 
Friday 7th December: 10.15am at St Mary’s Catholic Church,  
      Cleator, Cumbria. CA23 3AB 
 
Tuesday 11th December: 7.30pm at St Peter’s Cathedral, Lancaster.  
    Followed with refreshments in the Cathedral Social Centre. 
 

All Welcome 
Hosted by CAFOD, Catholic Caring Services & the F&J Commission 

Christian Aid Advent Reflection 
With speaker 

Romy Tiongco 
On his first few months as Mayor in the Philippines 

At Whalley Abbey near Clitheroe 
On Thursday December 13th 10:30 –3:30 pm 
For info ring Christian Aid: tel 01925 241222 
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Resources 

How just is your church?  
Just Church is CAP's new programme for churches and 
groups, designed to help you embed a concern for poverty 
and social justice in the life of your community.  The  

programme is available as a free downloads at www.justchurch.info 

New publications from ECCR corporate members and partners 
Indigenous rights, indigenous wrongs: risks for the resource sectors, from 
EIRIS; news release at http://www.eiris.org/files/press%20releases/
indigenouspeoplesoct07.pdf; report at http://www.eiris.org/files/research%
20publications/seeriskindigenouspeoples.pdf. 
Fairtrade begins at home: Supermarkets and the effect on British farming 
livelihoods, from the Church of England Ethical Investment Advisory Group, 
November 2007; news release at http://www.cofe.anglican.org/news/
pr10607.html; report at http://www.cofe.anglican.org/info/ethical/
policystatements/fairtrade.pdf; printed copies available from Amanda Young - 
amanda.young@ccla.co.uk. 
Climate Change Theology: Beyond Stewardship? from Christian Aid; avail-
able at http://www.christianaid.org.uk/stoppoverty/climatechange/resources/
Theology.aspx. 
Fund Manager Responsibility Survey, from FairPensions (`75% of top 20 
fund managers do not disclose responsible investor policies that address envi-
ronmental and social issues’); news release at http://www.fairpensions.org.uk/
news/fundmanager2007.asp; report available from Ben Watson - 
ben.watson@fairpensions.org.uk.  
The Companies Act 2006: Directors’ Duties Guidance, from the Corporate 
Responsibility (CORE) Coalition; news release at http://www.corporate-
responsibility.org/C2B/PressOffice/display.asp?ID=88&Type=2; publication 
at http://www.corporate-responsibility.org/module_images/
directors_guidance_final.pdf. 

 

Global Warming, Climate Change and Sustainability:  
Challenge to Scientists, Policy-makers and Christians:  
a briefing by Sir John Houghton 2007 Download from:  

www.jri.org.uk/brief/Briefing14_print.pdf 
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diary...diary...diary...diary...diary...diary... 

*For next edition please send articles by  15th January 08* 

To: Margaret McSherry, Lancaster Diocesan Faith & Justice Com-
mission, St Bernadette’s Parish House, Bowerham Road, Lancaster, 
LA1 4HT 
 

From 
 
Address 
 
 
 
(Please let me know if any of the details of your address are wrong and inform 
me if you move house.) 
 

I WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A CONTRIBUTION OF ____ TO THE COST 
OF THE PRODUCTION AND MAILING 
(Please make cheques payable to Lancaster Diocesan Faith & Justice Commission) 
 

I would like details of how to contribute by gift aid        (tick if appropriate) 

December 
3rd  World Migration Day tel:02078284371 www.catholic-ew.org.uk 
4th   Advent Service: St Kentigern’s, Blackpool, 7:00 pm  see p.18 
7th  Advent Service: St Mary’s, Cleator, 10.15am see p.18 
8th  National Climate March London 12 noon Millbank 
8th  Julian Filochowski on Oscar Romero Penrith MH 1:15 pm see p.2 
10th UN Human Rights Day www.unmeditation.org 
11th  Advent Service: St Peter’s Cathedral, Lancaster, 7.30pm see p.18 
January 2008 
18-25th Week Prayer  Christian Unity CTBI 02076547254 www.ctbi.org.uk 
19th Understanding CAFOD Our Lady of Windermere10.30-4pm p 13 
27th Holocaust Memorial Day www.hmd.org.uk 
27-3rd Poverty & Homelessness Action Week www.church-poverty.org.uk 
  tel:01612369321 & www.housingjustice.org.uk 
February 
9th  Understanding CAFOD St Bega’s Chapel Cleator Moor11-4pm p13 
15th CAFOD Lent Fast Day 02077337900 www.cafod.org.uk 
25-9th Fairtrade Fortnight 02074055942 www.fairtrade.org.uk 


