Christian Ecology Link Local Groups
Newsletter October 2005 (Issue 1)

Welcome to the first local groups newsletter.
[image: image1.png]



A New Beginning
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About The Local Groups Coordinator

John Vivian sfo is a Catholic third order Franciscan, a member of Gosport and Fareham Friends of the Earth and a founder member of the Fareham & Portchester Catholic Parish Ecology Group based at Sacred Heart in Fareham. They are also a member church of Fareham Christian Ecology Link. 

In the time that he has been local groups coordinator he has with others produced a “How To Start a Local Group” leaflet with model constitutions that can be adapted for use by CEL new groups.  John is available to assist any who wish to start a group or visit conferences and visit existing ones as well. (He has visited Hereford and has an invite to Ludlow)

Growing Green at Andover
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Our first local groups and activists regional conference “Growing Green” took place on 30th September / 1st October at Andover, Hampshire with over 70 members attending from all over the country. CEL’s web master Judith Allinson has placed a good section about Andover on our web page that is well worth a look. 

The previous evening a LOAF service was organised by our hosts the United Reformed Church led by members of the Girls and Boys Brigade. The Reverend Jill Bentall an Anglican Minister from the Andover area was the main speaker while the URC minister Reverend Derek Overfield led the evening’s worship.

After the service and during the conference delegates had a chance to look at the displays and collect information from the exhibitors. These included Friends of the Earth local groups in Hampshire, Green Party Hampshire, Green Liberal Democrats, 

John Harrison’s Ecology House, CEL Local Groups, National CEL with Operation Noah, Local Works, Andover Girls Brigade and SPCK.

The idea of a conference without a keynote speaker worked well and all the workshops were well attended. The most popular were Eco-Congregation, Spirituality Worship and Democs. Lots of new ideas with a lot of good networking took place with delegates coming from all over the south and from further afield.  

A direct result of “Growing Green” was that a new local group could be formed from delegates from the Andover area. 

Visit to Hereford CEL
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Our Local Groups coordinator recently had the pleasure during September of meeting and talking to the CEL group in Hereford. Coordinated by Sheila Milne they meet regularly at St John’s Methodist Church and as can be seen below have a full program of events -- and have very impressive CEL ‘T’ shirts with the Hereford logo.

During October they have a Wild in West Wales slide show by Les Kedward. On the 22nd the group have an Ecology stall at the Methodist Circuit Autumn Market held at St Johns to raise funds and awareness. They sell fabric bags made from remnants and shop samples (peg bags, shopping bags, laundry bags etc.) note pads and writing paper from clean paper salvaged from the recycling bins at St Johns and anything else they are given.

On the 27th October they have a table at the Millicap Peace Fund event in Hereford Cathedral at which Canon Paul Oestreicher will be speaking about ‘Soldiers and Prostitutes- How badly do we need them?’

Then they have the Environmental Coordinator for the Hereford Partnership, Geoff Perrott, speaking on ‘Wind power and nuclear power – for and against at their group meeting on Tuesday 15th November at St Johns.  

The new local groups exhibition boards had their first outing at Hereford, showing work that is being done by CEL local groups. They were also on show at the Andover conference and will be doing the rounds at all events that the coordinator is invited to attend.
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The Anglican Church at St Peters Church, Petersfield, Hampshire, held an Ecology morning on Saturday 15th October in St Peters Hall. Canon Steven Palmer (a member of CEL) the Portsmouth Diocese Environmental spokesperson gave a very varied and interesting talk on the state of the earth and what should Christians be saying and doing. Chris Jenner from Thames Estuary Wind Farms spoke about renewable energy and explored the myths about Wind Farms and showed a varied program of new schemes coming on board such as tidal and wave power. Our Local Groups display attracted a lot of interest completely clearing our stall of all its literature. There is a possibility of a local group forming here. An item of interest was that the Church of England is looking at environmental audits of all its churches. 

CEL also have an invite for next year when they will be holding an environment day at Churchers College, Petersfield with all the churches from the deanery.

Skipton Holy Trinity Group
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Led by Isabel Warren they have produced their latest Green Pages for the Skipton area, this is a practical idea that can be taken up by other groups. The format is simple using an A – Z system to produce directories with environmentally friendly ideas, products and businesses.
Green Pages – a guide to eco-friendly shopping and recycling in and around Craven. Begun in 1997, now about to print 9th edition. This has become a model for some other areas and publications, and the local eco-shops help with distribution. It is free as we try to get sponsorship for the paper and it is printed on the Holy Trinity repro system. 

Other things they have done in the past include a ‘Plant a tree in 2003’. This involved fund raising with awareness raising around the ‘tree’ topic; liaison with two local schools and actual field work with the primary pupils; major display of pupils’ posters in church and coverage in local press; actual planting of trees via liaison with several other participating bodies.

Earth Care Day – a major conference in October 2004. This huge effort was only possible through full collaboration with some other churches in the Diocese, the Diocesan Office (for admin purposes and repro/mailing) and Skipton Churches Together for local publicity. The Holy Trinity group organised the finance (£1400 was needed and had to be raised through cake stalls and applications to funding bodies), the venue and all its practicalities, and refreshments on the day (LOAF-style). 
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Fareham CEL

This is a loose coalition of Christians belonging to different churches in Fareham, working on recycling tin foil, milk tops for Naomi House a children’s hospice. They hold regular Creation services and have a lunchtime  Justice & Peace prayer group. 

Members took part in the Fareham Festival of Faith week during which the well known ecology author Edward Echlin paid a visit to the Parish Ecology Group at Sacred Heart Catholic church. During the festival they spread the word about CEL and Fair Trade Goods at the stall in Fareham precinct. The were very active during the Make Poverty History weekend of activities in July and with the local group of Friends of the Earth had a Make Poverty History tent collecting nearly 2000 signatures for the national petition that was sent to Tony Blair by registered delivery. 

The Parish Ecology Group at the Catholic Church is an active part of the group and is working hard using Eco-Congregation material to put forward Green ideas to the congregation. Recently they have held a Poster competition in which the children from St Jude’s Primary school have with much enthusiasm taken part. As part of the Eco Congregation project a survey questionnaire of parishioners habits is being produced to circulate in early 2006, which looks likely to be a very busy year.

Harrogate
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Have a meeting on 17th November at St Paul’s  United Reformed Church in Harrogate led by the Reverend Shaun Switherbank  The focus of the meeting is entitled “End of Creation” with questions: What is the future of life on Earth? How did the universe begin and how will it all end? What does the Christian faith say about the end of things? And What are the implications for our lives now?
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Ludlow

This is a very active group who are busy planning their latest event at which Mary Grey will be talking on the topic “Chasing the Monsoon – Wells for India and the need for a Global Water Ethic on Wednesday the 3rd November and on Thursday 4th November about “Ecofeminism Perspectives on the Cross and Creation”. Both events are at the Methodist Church, Broad Street, Ludlow.  To Contact Ludlow call 01584 841321 or 01568 780842.
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This was written by the 2005 The Local Groups Coordinator John Vivian 

For more information contact the current Local Groups Coordinator Isabel Isobel Murdoch Tel: 01790 763603
or else email  info@christian-ecology.org.uk
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