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Welcome to the second local groups newsletter.
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All the latest news
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Fareham 

They have been very active since the first newsletter was produced last year. Our recycling of aluminium foil has been taken up by other local churches, monies from this goes to the Christian ecumenical café  ‘The Well’ while the plastic milk tops that we collect is proving to be very popular these all go toward the children’s hospice in Winchester. Sadly the plastic top collection was discontinued by Naomi House as they said the transport costs were too much. Just as they started to despair the MS Society appeared and took over the top collection We have just started collecting old mobile phones for the charity.
The work with FairTrade continues as we sell goods once a month in our different churches, and belong to the Fareham FairTrade Borough working group that composes Christians of all denominations. Stories about our work written by Ellen Teague appeared in Catholic Life and the national Catholic Women’s newspaper Catholic Omnibus. The main event for the year was an Ecology Day on Saturday October 7th at St Jude’s  Catholic primary school. Reggie Norton, Ellen Teague Catholic writer and Mary Grey from Wells for India took part in a day mainly aimed at Catholics but any non – Catholics interested in Ecology was made welcome.

We had a number of different speakers the local Green party came to talk about Car Clubs and a gentleman from WRAP came to talk about composting while the last meeting before Christmas is a Greener Living Advent party. Our main activities this summer was the turning of the children’s art contest winning poster ‘Save Gods World’ into a Post Card that we will be selling in aid of the Adopt Sri Lanka appeal.  Several will be available for purchase at the Annual Members meeting.
Growing Green at Andover
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Since the first local groups and activists regional conference “Growing Green” took place last year at Andover, Hampshire. Christians from various churches have been meeting and as a result a new local group was formed. The local groups coordinator John Vivian had the pleasure of visiting us in November to see the progress that has been made. 

Just to up-date you on the Andover Local Group. They had an inaugural meeting in February and as a result 4 local churches are exploring the possibility of becoming EcoCongregation. Mary Grey spoke to them about helping to get congregations and leaders to see the connection between ecology and faith - a theological issue.  They are planning events during creation season and harvest festivals.
Hereford CEL
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We began the year with a talk on Complementary Health Care and how this relates to care of the earth, by Jenny Tucker, AdmWinistrator of the Hereford Centre for Natural Health.  

In February we planted three English oak trees at The Weir Garden, a National Trust property at Swainshill, near Hereford, using money we had raised at a Food Awareness evening.

On 21 March Katherine Shepherd from the Marches Energy Agency gave a presentation on ‘Our Energy Future: What do we want it to be?’  The following evening one of our members gave the address and publicised CEL at a service at Tyberton Church – one of a Lenten series on the theme of Genesis 1:28.  On 24 March our group had a table at a Millichap Peace Fund talk at the Three Counties Hotel, Hereford.  

On 26 April, after being on the waiting list for three years, 25 of us enjoyed a visit to Highgrove Garden and we made a donation of £80 to the Prince of Wales’s Charitable Foundation.

On 6 May we had a stall promoting the LOAF principles at a diocesan conference, ‘The Beauty of the Earth’, at Leominster Priory Church, and on 23 May we had our AGM.

On 1 June I recorded a short item about the group with Jonathan Blease, Faith Producer, BBC Hereford and Worcester TV.  (This was to be broadcast on 17 or 18 June, but I don’t think any of us saw it, and I haven’t received the DVD which Jonathan promised me!).  On 17 June some of us visited Witney Wood, a sensitively managed 25-acre mixed woodland in the Dulas valley.

At our July meeting we had a talk on ‘Green Burials’ by Diane Thomas, who runs the Humber Woodland of Remembrance near Leominster.  We had no meeting in August but some of us met up at an open day at the Wiggly Garden, Lower Blakemere Farm.

In September we had a joint meeting with the Eco-Mission Action Group at Hereford Baptist Church so that we could show two videos – ‘Between Heaven and Earth: the Plight of the Chesapeake Watermen’ and CEL’s ‘Operation Noah’.  On 9 October we went to Our Lady’s Church Hall for an inter-faith seminar on ‘Saving the Planet’, hosted by the Marches Branch of the Council of Christians and Jews.  Five religions were represented (Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Buddhism and the Baha’i faith) and there was an excellent discussion.  Our group had suggested the subject of ecology for such a forum, and we displayed our leaflets.  On 21 October we had a stall at the Methodist Circuit Autumn Market at St John’s Church.  We sold, among other things, bags of various kinds made from remnants and raised £46.50 for Circuit funds, as well as advertising our cause.  On 23 October we helped with a stall promoting CEL at a performance of ‘Pipe Dreams’ by the Riding Lights Theatre Company at the Christian Life Centre, Hereford.

Our final event of the year will be a talk on ‘Natural Gardening’ by Richard Fishbourne, from Wiggly Wigglers, followed by a light supper with LOAF ingredients, at St John’s Methodist Church at 7.00 p.m. on Saturday 18 November (tickets £5.00).

  Sheila Milne

  Co-ordinator
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The Anglican Church held a conference at Churchers College, Petersfield, Hampshire, with all their churches in the deanery. John Vivian organised an environmental display and led two ecology workshops.

Led by Gerald Druce of St Peters Church they held a ecology day in October and are now going towards all the other denominations. It looks very promising.

Skipton Holy Trinity Christian Ecology Group
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Holy Trinity Skipton are working with local Oxfam and Craven FE College on a Fair Trade Initiative. We hope to put on a Fair Trade Fashion Show at the College and there is lots of planning ahead as well as funds to raise. 

Oh, and yes, our church has finally fulfilled all the criteria for Fair Trade Church status and application for this now in hand. Please see the Fair Trade website for further info about this achievable project. Isabel Warren coordinates the group.
Harrogate
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Our own AUTUMN PROGRAMME:

  1.Sunday, October 8th, 6:30pm: we join the

      congregation of Wesley Chapel, Oxford St., 

      Harrogate for Evening Worship with an 

      environmental theme, followed by refreshments and 

      Discussion (Led by Rev. Shaun Swithenbank and

      David Bunting,both members of our local group.)

1. Thursday, November 2nd, 7:45 pm in St.Paul’s 

   Church Hall,Harrogate (Victoria Avenue entrance,)

   Talk by Howard Wass, a North Yorkshire 

   Organic Farmer. Also a great chance to stock up on 

   organic produce fresh from Howard’s farm.

 ************************************************

 Doug Rawson, R.I.P.

 We were saddened to learn of Doug’s death this 

  summer. He was a long-standing member of CEL,

  and our sympathies go out to Eileen and all his family   

  and friends. Doug lived gently on this earth, with a   

  passionate love and care for all of God’s 

  creation. He now lies at peace amongst wild flowers 

  and birdsong in the countryside he loved   
  **********************************************

GOD’S LITTLE ACRE: Do you have a Churchyard that

could be managed for Wildlife? For help and advice contact Elizabeth Hardcastle, Living Churchyards Officer,at www.yorkshire-wildlife-trust.org.uk
(And if you’re up in the Forest of Bowland, do take a look at Dalehead Church, Tosside: which not only supports a stunning array of meadow flowers - 130 different species - but has also recently installed a wind turbine to run the church’s heating and lighting!
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Ludlow

We have been looking at possible speakers for  6 months of 2007 but have not finalised them yet. Our next meeting will be after 11th Nov so too late for the National meeting. We have continued to have a meeting on the 1st Wednesday of each month since we started in October 2001, apart from August when we have a planned outing at a week end. Our last meeting on October 4th celebrated our 5th anniversary and also was the church calendar day for St Francis the Patron Saint of the Environment. Our previous chairman Martin Hazell who helped us to start our local group came up from Watford to talk and show slides of his solo walk of 963 miles from Le Puy to Santiago de Compostela. Over 30 people came to the meeting so we were very pleased.

When we started the group we wanted to make the churches around Ludlow more aware of the environment. This has now happened so we wondered if we need to continue but it seems that people who attend want us to carry on.

Our November meeting is being led by the Revd Paul Cawthorne who I think is on CEL committee and he is helping us to discuss "Contemplation v Action - Opposites or Bedfellows". Should Christians be more active or should we leave it to the politicians and the specialists?

Our meeting in December will be mulled wine and mince pies and a showing of a Friends of the Earth DVD about energy and the CEL Operation Noah DVD too.

As you can see we try to keep a varied programme and find different people attend depending on the topic
Coordinators News

The year has been quite outstanding as new local groups start to pop up all over the place. I was lucky enough to be able to visit Leighton Buzzard in October to meet the new group here led by Eleanor Milne. They have lots of ideas and I look forward to hearing from them. I have invitations to meet the new Plymouth group in December and the new one being formed in Milton Keynes. Lots of information has also been taken to several conferences I went to the Friends of the Earth local groups in Nottingham and also to the Green Party conferences in Scarborough and Hove and visited Hull for a earth day. Next year I will be visiting the northern parts of England and hope to meet lots of people from some of our oldest groups in Leeds and Harrogate.. I have also been  in contact with an Anglican vicar Jon Hales who asks if any of us can help with a survey
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This was written by the 2006/2007  Local Groups Coordinator John Vivian.

However the 2009 Local Groups coordinator is Isobel Murdoch Tel: 01790 763603
or for more info email info@christian-ecology.org.uk
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