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An ecumenical service jointly organised by: Christian Ecology Link, Operation Noah, Tearfund, and the Quaker Living Witness Project on behalf of the faith working group of the Campaign Against Climate Change. 





A time for silent prayer and reflection as music plays.








Leader: Richard Solly (Christian Ecology Link)


Welcome to this service of worship at the end of a day of challenge and protest. We are here to offer to God prayers for the planet. As we consider the destructive forces changing the climate of God’s Earth we can despair together, but we can also pray and sing together and pray an alternative future into being.





Hymn: (Sung to the tune of ‘For All the Saints’.)





Creator God, abundant life your mark,


You once poured speech 


	into the formless dark


And from those words 


	sprang forth a living spark


Your inspiration


Awoke creation





And so this world,


	 in which we live and move,


All that we sense below, around, above


Displays the imprint 


	of your longing love


Its revelation


Throughout creation.





But yet the earth is fractured, 


	frayed and torn,


Poisoned, polluted, 


	ravaged, scarred and worn


Its treasures plundered 


	and its beauties scorned


Our desecration


Of God’s creation.








From blight and guilt, 


	we cannot walk away


Our will and actions 


	shape the world today


And ours the greed, insistent on its way,


Whose depredations


Despoil creation.





Come Holy Spirit, 


	challenge mind and heart!


Inspire our living so that we can start


To make those choices 


	which may yet impart


Love’s liberation 


To your creation.





We pledge to touch 


	all things with holy care


Until your coming Kingdom ends despair


When all the world 


	will witness and will share


The jubilation


Of healed creation.








   




































































Blessing:





Leader


Go forth now to care for God’s world.


	Use energy wisely.


	Share your knowledge.


	Sacrifice where necessary.


	Live in harmony with all creation.


Go out into all the world as prophets of a new way of living


and preach the good news to all creation.


And the blessing of God Almighty,


	Father, Son and Holy Spirit,


Be with us all now and always.


Amen.





The song ‘Creator God, abundant life your mark’ remains the copyright of the author Pat Bennett, Pickering, N Yorks YO18 7LT. It was entered for CEL and Settle Methodist Circuit’s Hymn Competition in 2001. The author and publishers have given permission for the words to be photocopied or used in individual services and classrooms, provided both are credited.


“I the Lord of sea and sky”: Words and Music by Daniel L Schutte © 1981  This can be used if you get a Calamus licence 0845 456 8392


Sheet printed by Christian Ecology Link:  www.christian-ecology.org.uk











Prayers: 





Leader


Glory be to you O Christ – Saviour of the world.


Teach us to use our civilisation’s collective learning 


in your service.


You taught your disciples to live simply, yet joyfully together.


You formed their thinking through your stories and example.





All


Grant us power to use our intellects with wisdom


	to cut our use of energy and live more simply, 


	and to share our technology and resources 


	in humility and love with all God’s children.





Leader


Glory be to you O Christ – Saviour of the world.


As God’s Word you were there at the beginning of space and time,


	when energy pulsated through matter


	when the sun’s rays lightened the darkness


	when the seas and rivers first flowed


	and the winds rushed over the face of the oceans.





All


Grant us power to share and use this energy wisely,


	And freedom to yield our wealth to you.





Hymn:


I, the Lord of sea and sky,


I have heard my people cry.


All who dwell in dark and sin


	my hand will save….


by Daniel L Schutte





We do not have copyright to print the whole hymn on the web.


But type “I, the Lord of sea and sky” into a search engine


and you will find it written in lots of places, e.g. so cut and paste and insert here. If your church has a licence with Calamus, you can use it in your church.








A prayer for hope in the face of climate change:


Adapted from Psalm 46 by Ruth Jarman (Christian Ecology Link) and read by Paul Bodenham (Operation Noah).





Silence





Reflection: Laurie Michaelis (Quaker Living Witness Project)





Silence








A Prayer of Confession and Promise: (Operation Noah)


Leader


Creator God, how deep are your designs!


You made a living earth, cloud, rain and wind,


and charged us with their care.





All


We confess that the way we live today


is changing the climate, the seas and the balance of life


dispossessing the poor and future generations.





Build our lives into an Ark for all creation,


and, as you promised Noah never to repeat the Flood,


so makes us heralds of a new rainbow covenant:


choosing life for all that is at risk –


for creation, neighbours near and far.





The Lord’s Prayer:


Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 


Thy kingdom come, thy will be done as it is in heaven. 


Give us this day our daily bread. 


And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 


Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.


For thine is Kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.





Bible Reading: Deut. 11:13-17.


Read by Jonathan Essex (Christian Ecology Link)





Reflection on our responsibility as Christians:  


Laura Brooks (Tearfund)








