Prayer for peace at St Gregory's, Cheltenham
Peace Sunday 17th January 2010
_____________________________________________________

Message of Pope Benedict for today's celebration of the world day of peace


Can we remain indifferent before the problems associated with such realities as climate change, desertification, the deterioration and loss of productivity in vast agricultural areas, the pollution of rivers and aquifers, the loss of biodiversity, the increase of natural catastrophes and the deforestation of equatorial and tropical regions? 
Can we disregard the growing phenomenon of “environmental refugees”, people who are forced by the degradation of their natural habitat to forsake it – and often their possessions as well – in order to face the dangers and uncertainties of forced displacement? 
Can we remain impassive in the face of actual and potential conflicts involving access to natural resources? 
If you want to cultivate peace, protect creation.
_______________________________________________________
A Pax Christi internet prayer

O God, you are the source of life and peace.
Praised be your name forever.
We know it is you who turn our minds to thoughts of peace.
Hear our prayer in this time of crisis.
Your power changes hearts.

Muslims, Christians and Jews remember, and profoundly affirm,
that they are followers of the one God,
Children of Abraham, brothers and sisters;
enemies begin to speak to one another;
those who were estranged join hands in friendship;
nations seek the way of peace together.

Strengthen our resolve to give witness to these truths by the way we live. 
Amen
A Jain Prayer by Satish Kumar, editor of Resurgence 

Lead me from death to Life, from falsehood to Truth.
Lead me from despair to Hope, from fear to Trust.
Lead me from hate to Love, from war to Peace.
Let Peace fill our heart, our world, our universe.
__________________________________________________
A Jewish Prayer

Cause us, O Father, to lie down in peace, and rise again to enjoy life. 
Spread over us the covering of your peace, 
guide us with your good counsel and 
save us for the sake of your name. 
Be a shield about us, 
turning away every enemy, disease, violence, hunger and sorrow. 
Shelter us in the shadow of your wings, 
for you are a God who guards and protects us, a ruler of mercy and compassion.

Blessed are you, Lord, 
who spreads the shelter of peace over us, over His people Israel, and over all the world.
__________________________________________________
Prayer of St Teresa of Avila 
Christ has no body on earth but yours, no hands but yours, no feet but yours; yours are the eyes through which to look with Christ’s compassion on the world, yours are the feet with which he is to go about doing good, and yours are his hands with which to bless us now.
___________________________________________________
A Muslim Prayer

O God! O our Master! 
You are eternal life and everlasting peace by your essence and attributes. 
The everlasting peace is from You and it returns to You. 
O our Sustainer! 
Grant us the life of true peace and usher us into the abode of peace. 
O Glorious and Bounteous One! 
You are blessed and sublime.
Prayer of an 11-year-old Indian boy on hearing of fighting on the border with China

Lord, make this world last as long as possible.
As we long for peace we remember our brothers and sisters of all faiths - and none - who share our longings.
___________________________________________________
Fr. Thomas Merton (1915-1968) on violence
The rush and pressure of modern life are a form, 
perhaps the most common form, 
of its innate violence. 
To allow oneself to be carried away by a multitude of conflicting concerns, 
to surrender to too many demands, 
to commit oneself to too many projects, 
to want to help everyone in everything, 
is to succumb to violence. 
More than that, it is cooperation in violence.
___________________________________________________
European Christian Environmental Network prayer (Creation Time 2003)
We join with the earth and with each other

to bring new life to the land

to restore the waters

to refresh the air.

We join with the earth and with each other

to renew the forests

to care for the plants

to protect the creatures.

We join with the earth and with each other

to celebrate the seas

to rejoice in the sunlight

to sing the song of the stars.

We join with the earth and with each other

to recreate the human community

to promote justice and peace

to remember our children.

We join with the earth and with each other.

We join together as many and diverse expressions of one loving mystery: 
for the healing of the earth and 
for the renewal of life.
Prayer at the launch of Operation Noah, Coventry Cathedral, 2004

Creator God, how deep are your designs!

You made a living earth, cloud, rain and wind, and charged us with their care.

We confess that the way we live today is changing the climate,

the seas and the balance of life, dispossessing the poor and future generations.

Build our lives into an Ark for all creation,

and, as you promised Noah never to repeat the Flood,

so make us heralds of a new rainbow covenant: choosing life for all that is at risk - for creation, for neighbours near and far, for our children and ourselves.
__________________________________________________
An Evening Family Prayer by Robert Louis Stevenson

Lord, behold our family here assembled.
We thank you for this place in which we dwell,
for the love that unites us, for the peace accorded to us this day,
for the hope with which we expect the morrow; 
for the health, the work, the food and the bright skies that make our lives delightful;
for our friends in all parts of the earth. 
Amen.

__________________________________________________
A final prayer for all to join in 
(from the Community of Grandchamp, Areuse, Switzerland)
Come light, light of God, give light to creation, enlighten our hearts and remain with your world.

We beseech you, Lord, bless every effort, every search and every struggle that seeks to restore the harmony and beauty of your Creation.  Renew the face of the earth, so that every human being may live in peace and justice, fruits of your Spirit of love.  Blow your Spirit of life on your creation and all humanity.  

Come light, light of God, give light to creation, enlighten our hearts and remain with your world.

We beseech you, Lord, bless the fruits of the earth and the work of our hands and teach us to share the abundance of your goods.  Send rain to the dry soil, sun and fair weather where harvest is endangered by storms.  Blow your Spirit of life on your creation and all humanity.

Come light, light of God, give light to creation, enlighten our hearts and remain with your world.
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