God does a new thing

'Reminding' people of the call to care for creation is not enough: the church's historic witness is under judgment.  The environmental crisis demands a recovery of fundamental teaching on human nature and purpose, repentance, discipleship and mission, so that our message fully acknowledges the work of the Trinity in Creation and the place of the human.  

We urge Synod to challenge itself and all members of the Church of England to make care for creation, and repentance for its exploitation, fundamental to their faith, practice and mission.


By how much, by when, by whom?
Far-reaching behavioural, technological and political change is now an urgent imperative.  Changes in 'lifestyle choices' and reductions in 'consumption of non-renewable resources' will be ineffectual unless they strive to be objectively adequate.  

From the beginning, faith and economics have propagated a myth of infinite earthly resources.  A truthful response today requires that consumers take responsibility for consumption which exceeds their fair share, and reduce it by the necessary amount – in Britain’s case 80-90% in the case of greenhouse gases and two-thirds in use of resources generally. 

We urge Synod to lead by example by promoting study on the scale and nature of lifestyle change necessary to achieve sustainability, and initiatives encouraging immediate action towards attaining it.
Tackling causes, not symptoms

It is not enough to alleviate symptoms.  The causes must be addressed.  These are: 

· belief in the fallacy that well-being is measured and promoted by economic growth;

· the failure of market values to account for external costs on people and the environment; and 

· use of, and permission to use, polluting technology

We urge Synod to urge HMG to bring this message home by engaging the nation in debate and action on the lifestyle choices and the underlying cultural, economic and technological change necessary to secure a decent quality of life for all humanity, now and in the future.

Christian Ecology Link

We equip Christians to grow in discipleship through:

· a daily Prayer Guide

· conferences

· Green Christian magazine

· local groups

· the CELINK e-mail discussion group

· an extensive range of topic leaflets

· a comprehensive website, including a selection of magazine articles

· monthly e-mail bulletins

· Green pointers for preachers
We help churches strengthen their witness through:

· Providing speakers for events

· ChurchLink, an occasional free poster/newsletter

· Participation in the Environmental Issues Network of Churches Together in Britain and Ireland

· Advice to denominations and church groupings

· Membership of the Roman Catholic National Justice and Peace Network

· Topic leaflets on managing premises and other aspects of corporate ecological witness

We help you reach out to the community in which you live and worship through:

· Operation Noah, our community climate change campaign

· LOAF, our sustainable food and farming campaign

· Our extensive website which publicises all our activities.

Click on CEL’s website at www.christian-ecology.org.uk
Call Laura Deacon, our Information Officer, on 01524 33858

Write to CEL, 3 Bond Street, Lancaster LA1 3ER
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CHRISTIAN ECOLOGY LINK

Synod briefing

Reflections and suggestions

in connection with the Church of England’s General Synod environment debate

17th February 2005

The ecological crisis is now critical.  Unless greenhouse gases emissions are speedily curbed, the concentration level deemed ‘dangerous’ by the International Climate Change Task Force will be reached in 10 years.  By 2050 we risk making a quarter of all species extinct and creating 150 million environmental refugees.

As president of the G8 and EU, the British government has a crucial opportunity this year to steer the human project away from catastrophe.  

We would urge Synod to agree a resolution which responds adequately to God’s call at this time.  We offer the propositions overleaf, in the hope that they help Synod members to discern their contribution to the debate.




The resolution as proposed





That this Synod


a)	commend Sharing God’s Planet as a contribution to Christian thinking and action on environmental issues;


 b)	remind all members of the Church of England  of their calling to care for the creation particularly in their lifestyle choices;


c)	encourage  parishes, diocesan and national church organisations to carry out environmental audits and adopt specific and targeted measures to reduce consumption of non-renewable resources and ask the Mission and Public Affairs Council to report on outcomes achieved to the July 2008 Synod; 


d)	welcome HMG’s prioritising of climate change in its chairing of the G8 and its forthcoming presidency of the EU;


e)	commend the approach  of ‘contraction and convergence’ as a way to address global warming. �




















