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Video study guide for session leaders

This module accompanies the Operation Noah video Creating a climate of justice.  You are welcome to take a copy of the video.  A donation would be appreciated.

If you would like a copy or would like any sort of advice before you use the video, call us on 01949 861516.

Thank you for ordering a copy of Creating a Climate of Justice! 

Climate change is the most serious problem the world is facing today. As Christians we have a responsibility to look after God’s creation and to pass on to future generations a planet fit to live on. 

The purpose of the video is to help your fellow-Christians to make a practical and effective response.  Do not feel you have to stick rigidly to the steps suggested in this guide.  However we hope that it helps you make the most of what Operation Noah offers. 

When to show the video

Think of the possible settings in which you could present the video, and make sure there is a TV and video player available.  There are a wide range of other resources on the campaign website, www.christian-ecology.org.uk/noah, such as a drama sketch, talks and worship material.

Ready-made audiences are the easiest to reach, such as a regular informal service, fellowship or study group.  If a suitable venue and screen is available, advertise it to the whole church, and encourage people to invite friends.  Make sure you have enough campaign leaflets for everyone.

Before the meeting

Watch the video again from the perspective of your group members.  Most of them will be positive and engaged, and some will be questioning, maybe even critical.  Our website has a sheet called Engaging the Powers which has been especially written so you can understand where sceptics might be ‘coming from’.
Don’t forget to check you have the use of a TV and video recorder for the meeting!  You will also need to have a Bible handy.  The outline below also suggests you have a postcard, or slip of paper, an envelope and pen for each person.

Opening the meeting

Before people arrive, put a campaign leaflet on each chair.  Ensure that everyone present is welcomed and introduced.  A good start would be to ask someone to read the story of God’s covenant with Noah: Genesis 9. 8-16. You may then wish to use the following introduction.  

The book of Genesis describes a promise which God made to us, as Noah’s descendants.  God intended to ensure a climate which would allow life to flourish. However we are not keeping our part of the deal.   

The world has been warming up over the past 100 years, since the beginning of the industrial revolution. Although there has been debate about climate change in the past now almost every one in the scientific community agrees that climate change is due to the burning of fossil fuels such as coal, oil and gas. 

The consequences if emissions continue unchecked could be catastrophic:

· Malaria becomes endemic in the UK as early as 2015 (NHS)

· Beech woods die out on South Downs of England by 2030 (Woodland Trust)

· Over a quarter of all species die out by 2050 (Nature)

· Total cost of damage from climate change exceeds worldwide Gross Domestic Product by 2065 (CGNU reinsurance company)

· Amazon Rainforest burns up by 2080 and turns to desert (Environment Times)

There is also the question of human justice. Industrialised countries such as Europe and the US are enjoying the benefits of fossil fuels whilst the poor are the ones who suffer most. In the UK we need to cut our emissions to at least a fifth of what they are now, and possibly more.  This is a tremendous challenge.

As Christians we believe we were made to have a special relationship both with God the creator and with life on earth.  It is to this covenant relationship, and its implications for us today, that we turn in this session.

(This would be a good point to share with the group why you personally have felt moved to organise this session or contact Operation Noah.  Before starting the video, give people a brief outline of what to expect …)
We will watch a 12-minute video from Operation Noah, the churches’ climate change campaign.  After that we will talk about our reactions to it in the context of what the Bible says. 

 The timings against the paragraphs below are guidelines for a meeting which starts at 7.45 p.m.  
8.05:  At this point you could allow people to ask questions on your introduction, but it is best to leave discussion until after the video.

After showing the video

8.25:  After the video ask people in groups of 2 or 3 to discuss for 5 minutes their responses to the video. Were they particularly surprised or impressed by anything they saw or heard? Did they strongly disagree or agree with anything?

8.30:  Ask people to feed back to the larger group. If anyone voices any strong doubts about the cause or impact of climate change it may help to recall what is in the resource sheet Engaging the Powers.

8.45:  Give 5 minutes for members of the group to suggest what they can do to cut their greenhouse gas emissions.  Answers should include the following:

Actions to save a tonne of greenhouse gas (CO2 equivalent) a year:

· Switch to renewable energy (ask how many people are aware you can do this – there won’t be many!)

· Forego an 80-minute return flight

· Drive 3,000 miles less

· Change to a slightly smaller car

Actions to save a further 300kg of CO2 a year:

· Give up red meat

· Turn down the central heating thermostat by 1 degree Celsius (18 degree min.)

· Improve your home insulation

· Install solar hot water panels

· Recycle, or, if possible, compost waste

8.50:  Quote any of the actions above that the group may have missed.  Then challenge members to say whether they would actually take any of these actions, by reading through each action in turn.  Keep this discussion to no more than 10 minutes.

9.05:  Then make the following or similar points.

If we took all of these actions together, we would only reduce our emissions by about half, when we need to reduce them to a fifth or a tenth. So what are we to do?  As well as changes in personal lifestyle we need to have:

· More efficient appliances than we have now

· Less usage of electricity and fuel

· Changes in economic structures to reduce unnecessary transport and waste

· And last but not least, cleaner fuels, such as from vegetation, solar panels, wind and hydro, and heat from the earth.

For changes like this, government action is needed.  Furthermore governments have to act together, because if one country carries on regardless emitting large amounts of greenhouse gas, it is putting everyone in danger.  So the world needs a treaty which will require every country to accept the same limits to its emissions.  The Kyoto Protocol is only a start, and it expires in 2012, so negotiations need to start urgently on how to resolve the crisis once and for all.

9.10:  Now invite people to pick up the campaign leaflet Climate change: The future is in your hands.  Read some highlights from the text in the first panel inside the leaflet.  Then invite people to consider signing the Climate Covenant (action point 1 on the middle panel) and what action they can commit to take (point 2) such as switching to green electricity.

9.15:  Hand out blank postcards, or slips of paper and envelopes.  Ask people to share what they will consider doing about climate change.  Explain that in 3 minutes there will be a moment of quiet when they are invited to write down three or four things they hope to do to curb climate change.  To start the discussion off, repeat the list of possible actions above, and add that signing the Climate Covenant will ensure the Government does its bit to make sure emissions are reduced to a safe level in a way that gives fair shares to the poor.

9.20:  After five minutes ask for silence so that people can write down what they commit to do.  Collect the cards, promising to send them back to participants in four weeks time as a reminder of what they decided to do. Suggest a date and time for a follow up meeting in six weeks, and invite people to come and share what they have done, what they have found difficult, and what they have not been able to do … yet.
9.30:  Close the session by reading Isaiah 41.17-20, and reading the Operation Noah prayer:

Creator God, how deep are your designs!

You made a living earth, cloud, rain and wind,

and charged us with their care.

We confess that the way we live today

is changing the climate, the seas and the balance of life

dispossessing the poor and future generations.

Build our lives into an Ark for all creation,

and, as you promised Noah never to repeat the Flood,

so makes us heralds of a new rainbow covenant:

choosing life for all that is at risk -

for creation, neighbours near and far,

our children and ourselves.

Amen

When you have finished with the video, please pass it on to someone else who can use it, or return it to CEL Publications, 40 The Avenue, Roundhay, Leeds LS8 1JG.  Thank you.


















